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Penfées Diverfes Ecrites.a un Dotfeur de Sorbonne, al’ occafion de 
la Comete qui parut ae mois de. Decembre 1680, i, é. Various 
Thoughts, written to a Doftor of the Sorbonne, on occalion. 
of the Comet. that appear’d in December 1680. By the fa- 
mous Mr. Bayle, Author of the Difionaire Critique. In four 
Volumes in large 12° Vol. [. Pages 490, Vol. II. Pages 
451. Vol. HI: Pages 360. Vol. IV. Pages 442. befides Pre- 
faces, Contents and Indexes to each of them. Printed at Ror- 
terdam by Reimier Leers, 1704. And are to be fold ar Loadon 
by Francis and Paul Vaillant,¥rench Bookfellers near Catherine- 
freet and Bedford- Hoxfe in the Strand. : 7 


The the two firft Volumes of this Work were publifhd many 

- Fears ago, yet-the two laft being but juft publifhd, ratier than 
give an imperfel Account of the Work, we have thought fit to 
Ngo wich the frftVolame, : 


M ter tells us in a.fhort Preface, why. his Stile in 









© thefe two firft Volumes is that of a Roman Catholick, 
.~¥ BM both in Matters of Religion. and Politicks,; which is, 
that being Profeflor of Philofop y at Sedan when the Comet. ap- 
pear’d, he was foon attack’d v the Queftions of feveral curi- 
a tt 2 ous 
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ous of frighted People, he comforted as much as he could thofe 
thar were. frighted .with.this-pretended~ill Omen, Sus-he pein’ 
little .by.his. Philofophical.Arguments,-being always-aniwer’d. 
That God fent thefe Comets as fo many Warnings to Sinners to 
repent, and thereby to prevent the’ Mifthiefs that hang-over their 
Heads. So that he thought it in'vain to argue any longer, un. 
lefS he could prove that.’was inconfiftent with, the Attributes of. 
God to fend Comets for fuchyan Ends. And haying confider’d this: - 
he refolvd to ufe the Theological Argument, that is to be 
found in the Body~of his Book, but Confidering it was new, “he te- 
folv’d to write a Letter on that Subjett, to be inferted in the 
Mercure Galant ; and tho’ he ftudied' as ‘much as in him lay not 
to exceed the bounds os fuch presen eis eee of Mat- 
ter obliging him to alter his defign’d Brevity, he found-himflf 
under aye er to’publifh-his*‘Thoughts in Tretieand Se C5 
upon which he fent his Letter to the Author of the Mercure Ga- 
lant, defiring him, to give it ‘to shis Printer, and to obtain a Li- 
cenfe to have it printed. He kept it a confiderable time, not 
knowing the Name of the Author; but upon-enquiry after -it;he. 
return’d it him, faying, it muft be firft approv’d by the Doétors . 
of the Sorboane, before the King’s Privilege could: be.obtdin’d for: 
it., which, being very. troublefome :tovprocure,M. Bayle. got back 
his MS. and the ay iPr of the Univerfity.of: Sedan, obliging 
him to-retite into: Holand in Authmn 168 5, -hemever ' more en- 
deavout’d to gethisLetrer.about Comets »printed at Paris. But 
this Letter about Comets being printed in Holland foon.after his 
arrival there, he refolv’d to let it.pafs as it was without :any 
Alteration, that he» might not-be faipeftdd to: berthe Author of 
it, the, Stile) of itcheing /fo. very unlike.one:that shad fled-from 
Erancetar his Religion. <i) sone1 web bes aoe st Ww 
Mr. Bayle begins, § 3..:.with this Pofition, ‘ That the:Prefages 
‘ of Comets are founded on no good Reafon. Here he tells us, 
thatthe general Opinion of the Prefages of Comets:is founded on - 
nothing but Tradition and. Paflages:out of Poets:and.Hifterians. 
Then, im §.4. he examines * of what weight) thewAuchority of 
Poets ought to be in this Matter,,and ays, “Tere cannot be 
‘ a worle Foundation, fince *tis well known ha € 
sto" oan tee We Deferiptions, fuch ‘as ‘Prodigies, 6 
‘ thropghout their Works, and to attribute. ftrange AGtions to 
“their Heroes; and -in order to obtain. their End. thay fe . 
~ @ thoufand aftonifhing Things. He adds, ‘ That he:is ye 
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« £zom,beligying upon, theiz.W ortls, thatthe ruine of the Romar 
¢---ommonw 4 De, Wasishe Bice tof two ar three Comets, sthat 
«he would not-fo muchas believeyif none but Poets had faid “it, 
¢ that, any, Comets-appeas'd.at that time. “For, fays he, -wennlt. 
< .#magine. that a'Man who is refolv’d to write a Poem,:makes 

¢ himfelf., Mafter of Nature, at-the fame time. .Heaven: and 

« Earth, fhall not,.a&t :but,by his: Order, there fhall be Edlipfts 
« and. Shipwrécks...if be-think ‘fir, all theBlements:mult move 

« according to-his. Direftion. He tees Aunties ihvtheiAir and 
. Monfters. upon Earth, as:many. as he pleafes s-Angels: and De- 

.. Vils.. appear as aften as he. calls them: Nay, the Gods them- 

. felves, mounted on Machines, muft be in a readinefs.to fupply 
. his Occafions ; and fince, above all things; heymuft have Co- 

_ mets, becaufé People are prejudic’d in their: favour, he finds 
. them inall parts.of Hiltory, and feizesithem: for his purpofe ; 

_ if he do not find them, he makes, them himfelfjand gives:them 
. fuch.a Shape.and Colour. as-is moft fuitable,to thew that Hea- 

. ven-is interefted in a.very diftinguifhing. manner in the Affair 
_ he is treating of. After all this, fays he, who can forbear 
. laughing, to,find..a great, Number of ingeniousMen bring no 
- other proof of the Malignity of the Stats butis s0enei"' 





meee Terris, mutantem regna Cometen. + Eucane - 
een Recduit Lethale Cometes. -Silivedtalicus, ) >: 
ee Nunquam terris fpedatum impune Cometen,Claudiaa,” 
—— Nee. diri tories arfere, Cometa.: Virgil: 





» ae wha rt) ery Seitily se WO ah Sty ive a 
And fuch fine Sayings of the.angient Poetsd =: i/o! 
Ome ea: , er ie ; ay : Ti trite 


ee FO TT E77 Lie CY mrioneold & Sg OU SABO Mit 80? Sit L- 
‘2 5. Treats of the Authority..ofHiftorians: incthis“Mattér. 
* Here. M. Bayle owns that, Hittorians, do not give’ themfelves 
‘the, Liberty to-fuppofe fuch extraordinary Phenomena. But 
‘“thete. appeass,.insthe, preareft pare ot them,; fuch-an itching: 
ade ‘to.relate all, Miracles and: Vifions whieb: theCrédolity.ot: 
ui: 14 e. ¢ | | ; 

3a Uthat, they tell, us-on this Subjeét.. Dknow nor, adds” 

vf, whether they think. their’ Hiltosies. woulddesar in-’ 

natural Accidents, or, whether they hope by thefe fort of Sea~’ 

* fonings, which . very,, well, fuit.Mens, natural. Tafte, togise 






iy ivg..authorisd, .that-it wowld:noeibe-prudence. to” 
<. 1 
ed 
fipid if they.did not mix wich. the things.that happen according’ 
* gr Courfé of the World,a great many Prodigies and:Supet-’ 
= or their 
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© their Readers time to breathe, by exhibiti fomewhat to ‘won? 
¢ der at; :of, whether they believe that th ‘Miraculous “Stories 
«will fignalize their Hiftories in after Ages’; but be that how 
© ic will; we cane deny that Hiftorians’ Pleat ‘themf€lves ex. 
¢ treamly in relating every Thing that fmells of a nee 
¢ Titus Livius gives usa ftrong mB of this; for, tho’ 
“fl a Man of great Senfe and a very elevated Genius, and has. lefr 
‘ usa Hiftory that comes very neat to perfection, yet he has run 
¢ into thisFault to leave us an intolerable Bundle of ‘all the ridi- 
© culous Prodigies, that Pagan Superftition thought were to be 
© expiated, which was. the Reafon; if we may believe Vofiue 
* de Hiftorscis Latinis, Page 98. that his Works were condemmd 
«to the Fire by Pope St. Gregory. “Yet, ‘adds he, I would’ not 
* find. Fault with the Authority of Hiftorians. 1 am willing, 
¢ without minding their. Credulity, to believe that Comets did 
© appear as often.as they tell us they did, and that in the Years 
‘ next following the Apparitions of thofe Comets, there hap- 
n’d as many Misfortunes as they tell’us of. I grant all this, 
lee What will be the refult of ir? I-defie all Mankind to con- 
© clude from ‘hence, that Comets were the Cauf€ or Sign of the 
© Misfortunes that follow’d their Appearance. So that the’Te- 


© ftimonies of Hiftorians only prove that there did appear Co- 

-* mets, and» that afterwards there happen’d'many Difotders in 

© the World ; which is very tar from proving that one of thefe 
c 


* two things i is the Caufe or Prognoftick of the other, ‘untefs we 
© allow that. Woman who never Jooks pa of her Window in- 
¢ to the High-ftreet but fhe fees Coaches Pin J fling on fhould be- 
‘ lieve her elf to be'the Caufé of thofe ffing, or, at 
© leaft, that fhe ought to be a Prognoftick to ail d that ae "of the 
© City that they will pafé b very foon. | 
‘The 6th § thows that Hiftorians are mi ightily pleas d with Di. 
_ greffions and Reflections, which ferve only to theit a 
ing in things out their Sphere, and are oftentimes 
reign to their purpofe'; ‘So that we need not wonder’ 
‘ tell us pofitively that Comets were the Signs and Caules of te 
© Ravages that followed them. This M. eats s by an Ex-> 
* ample out of Ammian. Marcell. Hiftor. Lib. 17. upon » 
occafion of an. is. Aritodle and happened under Coz/ ‘basi 
© he repeats all his and Anaxagoras, cn of 
ines, and 1b. 20. on occ 
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© Conftintius, he inquires in vain into the Secrets.of Aftronomy, 
 pives us Letures on Prolomy, and wanders {fo fat as to. Philofo- 
© phize on the Caufe of Parel/imm’s. But it does not follow from 
¢ hence that the Remarks of Hiftorians ought to authorize the 
* common.Opinion, becaufe they. are things that do not belong 
* to an Hiftoriar. . Indeed were they treating of a Council of 
© State, a Negociation of Peace, a Battle; a Siege of a City,€%c. 
* the Teftimony of. Hiftorians might-be decifive, becaufe-theHi- 
‘ ftorian may perhaps have turn’d over the Archieves, and moft - 
¢‘fécret Inftructions, and fathom’d. the pureft Springs of Truth. 
¢ But when they treat of: the. Influence of the. Stars, Hiftorians 

« have no longer any Authority, but are to be regarded only as - 
: private Men that give their bare Conjeéture, which ought. to 
¢ be efteermn’d according to the degree of knowledge, to: which 
¢ the Author has attained in Natural Philofophy, and upon this 

¢ footing, it muft be own’d, thac the Teftimony:of Hiftorians . 
©‘carties but little weight with it, becaufé generally they are ve- 
© sy bad“Natural Philofophers. . 

§.7 teats of the Authority of Tradition, ‘ Which Prejudice 
© ro refute particularly M. Bay/efays, would be fuperfluous, for 
* tts evident that if the Prejudice we have been in: time out. : 
‘of Mind.in favour of Comets can have any-lawful Foundation, 
© it ‘confifts wholly: in the Teftimony of -Hiftories and other 
* Books in all Ages, fo that if that Teftimony-is of no value as 
© has been thew’d, ..and»will. further appear. by .whar :fhall be 
* faid, we.are not to..value the Multitude of Teftimonies in 
©‘ their favour. : 

- © *Tis pity, continues M. Bae, that weicannot fee what paffes 
* in Mens. Minds when they chuie an Opinion. . Fam fare, fays. - 
_ “he, if. we could, we fhonld reduce the Teftimony of «an inti. 

‘ nite number of People-to the Authosity of two! or threePes- 

‘ fons who having broach’d a Doétrine, which. we fuppos’d they 

* had narrowly examin‘d, have periwaded many others that had: 
“4 great opinion of their metic. to believe it and they again. - 
* have perfwaded many.more, who found it-to fuit their natural. 


* LazinefS, better to. believe at once ali that was told them,than. . 
*-to.exatnine it carefully... So that the number of credulous and. . 
“ lazy Followers increafing daily, was a new Motive to others- . 
* to freé themfelves. from the trouble of reasoned ion,.:. 
“ that they faw to be:fo. general, and which they "d:came~ 

“to be fo, by the folidity of the Reafo 


ns madé-ufe of to eftablifh: 
© i 
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"it at firft, cll at laft they ‘find ‘theme ves oblig’d, bya fort of 
~opeceffien, ‘to believe wae’ ‘all ‘People believ’d, for feat of 
; rection’ fa Gious Perfons: who Wabla preteti 


Jo pow pt 
~ thanall Mankind befides, and't8) cohitkad et Vendy ible Antiquity 


‘ fo that it wasto'them a fort ofMetic to examin ‘nothing fathe 
“but to acquiefte in Tradition." Now tet any one judge, apts 
“ M. Bayle, if 109,Millions ‘of Men ee in’ co ey 
“the! Canter vabove repitdonted Ghd 1 der “it~ 
"the great: Prejudice wie, biel at rt. ve Bathe 
“ thultitude ‘ofits followers, ongt ipod doing 
‘ifuftice to ally to the: ‘Authority ee ae wFae 


Perf ons, who 
Huprobabl y. did examine what- tey' taiizht.~ We may remember 
certain tabulous*Opinions: which have ‘been exploded in thef 


5 LaeeroA gesi tho*¢onfirm’d with a vaft taumber of Teftimonies, 
‘ibecaute “rwas “prow'd that ‘thefe’Witnelits havi calcd afer 
‘doneanother, Without examinin g aby farther wh a y quoted, 
‘cought tothe reckon’d but one; ‘ahd’ ope this foot'n 


zg, wadinle 
‘that \many Nations: ‘and many: Ages agree to accufe the Co- 


“ mets of all the Difafters thar happen’d'to the World saber their 
* Appearances: yet thig Opinion has no greater’ proba bitty, t 


han 
if thefe-wete-but feven or'ei he Pefons that ftood up for it _be- 


‘ caufe there are hardly more Sate that’ bets did‘ believe 


« ity after Having! well vl examin according to 
Ss  Philofophy: fu 


In -§ 8 Our Author pives his: Reators weby The does not treat 


bere of thé Authority of Philofop hers.’as ‘well as of that of Po- 
,ers-and Hiftorians, and fays, *‘ They fervé ‘only’ to render ‘Tradi- 


‘ tion more general, and that all Arguments, in favour. of the 
“malign dnflacnioes' ‘of. Comets; are’ tiful?* 


Thus wehave pivéniyou-an ‘Accourtof the firft eight Se@tions, 


which: area fort of Jarred uétion tothe whéle Work. © It cannot 


be‘ expe@ted thatour Time dt Room’ thould allow us to be. as 
- -particular’on the réft-as -wethave been-on the Introdu€tion ; the 
awhole -being Yo ‘full of Learnings “of: all “forts, that it wou ld 
oblige ‘us tocopy‘it-almoft Verbatim,” or ele “niult “give 
Readers but a lame*Aecount of the ‘Book. "Where Boe 
only ‘give you the’ Titles’ of the-remainin ag. tions, en 
give you our Author’s-6wn Abridgment of the whole J Notk, as 
owe findsit at’ Pabe'862; and /egg: of the'fecond Volum, ~~ . 

Then our Author. proceeds to give us fix haat 

agatett the’ ‘Prefages:-of Comets." The’ firft “is 


: ns “ 
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© its yery probable that they have no Power to produce anysthin 


© on the karth. -In § 10, he examines,, ‘.Whether they fen 

* forth any thing but Light, In §°11. ‘ Whether,” theipe Right 
‘ fends out fome Atoms, In § 12. ‘ What may be the, A&tivity 
*of their Light. § 13. Proves, * That it’s as diffieule,,for Ex: 
* halations to defcend as to afcend. § 14. ‘ That the Exhala- 
© tions of Comets, tho’ they fhould reach the Earth can produce 
* nothing there. § 15. Contains, ‘A Refutation of thofe. who 
* fay it's.not impoflible but Comets may fend down, upon Earth 
* a very active Quality or Matter, or who maintain. that the In- 
* fluences are not -Corpufcula or little Bodies. 16. Contains 
the fecond Reafon, ‘ That if Comets had any Power to pro- 
* duce any thing upon Earth, it might be good as well as bad. 
In § 17. We have the third Reafon, ‘ That Aftrology, which 
‘ is the Foundation of the particular Erediaonesee Comets, is 
the moft ridiculous: thing. in the World. § 18. Treats, ‘OF 
© the Credit of peOeey, among the ancient. Heathens,  § 79. 
© Of the Credit of Aftrology among the Modern Heathens, 
© § 20, Of the Credit of Aftrology amongft Chriftians: .§ 21. 
* Of the Credit of Aftrology in France. § 22. Proves, ‘ That 
© the genetal Prejudice for Aftrology diicredits the Authority 
© which is founded only, on great Numbers. . In §.23.:we have 
© the fourth. Reafon,. ‘ That tho’ it were true that Comets were 
‘ always followed by many Difafters, yet there is no gtound to 
© fay they were the Sigas or Caufes of them. In §. 24. we have 
© the fifth Reafon, ‘ That its falfe that more Difafters happen- 
© ed in the Years that followed Comets than in any other time. 





8 25. a * Whether there be fortunate or unfortunate 


© Days. § 26, Givesus the Opinion of the Heathens on fortu- 


© nate or unfortunate days. § 27. Contains, ‘ A-Confutation of 


~* the Opinion of the. Heathens... § 28. Shows, ‘How -ig hap- 


¢ pens that Battles are gain’d on certain affected Days. § 29 
Shews, ‘ How. we muft anfwer thofe that quote Examples for 
* the: Prefages of Comets.. § 30. Proves, ‘ That there is no 
* Fatality in certain Names.. § 31. Shews, ‘ The great Super- 
“ ftition of the Heathens with reipe&t.to Names. § 32. Shews, 


“Th what fenfe we may prefer one Name before, another. § 33. 


Shews. ‘ How this fifth Keafon is decifive againft the Prefages of - 
© Comets, -§ 34. Contains ‘ Neceffary Obfervations for all. 
* thofe that. would carefully enquire into this Matter, § as: | 
Contains, ‘ A Comparifon of - Years that followed the. on 
ee : ee es. i | > me 
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‘ amets of 1665. with thofe that preceded the Comet in’ 16¥2: 
© .§ 36, 37, 38 and 39. treat, * Of the War between the Terhs and 
© the Venetrans, the Spaniards. and. Portuguefe, the Evelip and 
* Duichs and the French and Spaniards.’ '§ 40. Proves, * That 
< Spain wolitd do well to abandonthe Netberlands. - § 42. Proves 
¢ ‘The good luck of the Year 1668. not only>by the Treaty of | 
< Aix-la-Chappelle, but in § 42. by, * The Pacification of the 
© Cantroverfies between the Jefuites ard Janfenifts. § 43. Con- 
‘tains © A Confideration of the Difafters that happened in the 
“ feven Yeats‘before examined. § 44. Enumerates, * The Difa- 
« fters that happened to Ewrope from the Year 1645. to’ 1652, 
In § 45. we have the. éth Philofophical Reafon, ‘ That the 
© gencral Belief of the People is of no wie to prove the bad ~ 
$ Rbentes of Comets. § 46 Gives us, * Exammples of fome ge- 
© neral Opinions that are falfe. § 47. Shows, ‘ What is the 
* true Caufe of the Authority of an Opinion. § 48.° Proves, 
¢ That we tuft not judge in Philofophy, by plurality of Voices, 
§ 49. Shows, * How ridiculous it is to fearch after the Caufes 
© of what is not. § 50. Shows, ‘ The Superftition of the An- 
* cients; and § 51. ‘That of the Moderns, for Ecclipfes. § 52, © 
proves, * That Ecclipfes can’t be the Caufe of any Evil; and § 
$3. ° That they can’t be the figns of any. § 54. Shows, ‘ In 
© what Senfé a natural effet is a fign of any thing. § 55.-Con- 
“© tains, ‘ Remarks to know if a thing be a fign fent by God. 
¢ 26. Contains; * An Application to Comets of what: hath been 
“ faid of Eclipfes. In the next place our Author in § 57: Gives 
usa feventh. Reafon againft the Prefages of Comers, which is 
taken- from Theology ; and that is, ‘ That if Comets were Prog- 
‘-nofticks of Misfortune, God would have fhewn Miracles to 
: mer mm ~ ad World. if Tots © That. vicky 
“ can’t prefage Evi t in quality of Signs, §: 59. Proves, 
© That they can’t be figns of Evi to come, without being form’d 
‘ miraculoufly. §.69. Shows,‘ The ftrange Confequence, which 
‘ * would arife from the pofition, that Comets were formn’d’ by. a 
“Miracle. § 61. Proves, ‘ That the Devils kept up Superftiti- 
“on, by. producifig Prodigies. ~§: 62. Shews, * That the Heas 
‘.thens did nothing that could appeafé the Anger of God when 
“ they faw Prodigies. § 63. Proves, * That the Devils made = 
* many ‘effetts of Nature pafS for Prodigies. § 65. Shows,* 
© How Mén might of themfélves take certain things for'Prodi- | 
“gies. § 66. Proves, ‘ That what we call Prodigies, is often- 
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€ times as. natural as the moft common Things. § 67. Shows. 
¢ The prodigious Superftition of the Hl cathens about Prodigies, 
§ 68. Shows, * The Artifices of the Devil to foment the Super- 
s {tition of the Heathens. § 69. Shows, ‘ That the Heathens 
¢ attributed their Misforcunes to the negle€&t of fome Ceremony, 
¢ and-not to their Vices. § 70. Contains, * An Application of 
‘ the foregoing Remarks, to the Keafon drawn from Theology. 
§..71. Treats, ‘ Of the hatred God has for Idolaty. § 72. 
Proves, * That the reafon why:Comets could not be Prefages, . 
© before the Coming of Jefus-Chrift, fabfifts ftill. § 73. Treats, 
¢ Of the abominable Idolatry of the Modern Heathens. § 74. 
Shows, * That Comets have particular Chara&ters, which fhow 
‘ thdt they are not Signs. § 75. Shows, ‘ In what Senfe we 
¢ may fay, ‘that God threatens thofe. whom he will nor ftrike, 
§ 76. Proves, ‘ That it’s falfé, that the People who are happy 
¢ after the-Appatition of Comets, have merited to be fo by their 
¢ Repentance. -§ 77. Proves, * ‘That the Efficacy of the Prayers 
¢ of a few good ‘People, in the true Religion, has no place in 
¢ falfe Religions. -§.78. Is, * A Digreflion. In § 79. we have 
¢ the 8th Reafon, ‘'Why the Opinion that Comets are Prefages 
‘ of publick Calamitiés, is an old Heathenifh Superftition, which 
¢ isintroduc’d into, and kept in Chriftianity, by the Prejudice we 
¢ have for Antiquity. § 80, Treats, * Of the great Paifion Men 
«have to know future things, and of ‘the efte&ts it has produc’d. 
§ 848. Proves,‘ That Politicians have fomented the Superftition of 
« Prefages. § 82. Proves, ‘ That Panegyrifts have done the 
¢ like. -§ 83. Shows, ‘To how many ends one Comet “has 
~ © been made to ferve. § 84. Shows, * Why Chriftians have the 
¢ fame Prejudices in favour of Comets that the Heathens had. 
§ 85. Treats,‘ Of the Introduction of many Pagan Ceremo- 
© nies into’‘Chriftianity. ¢ ‘86. Proves, ‘ That the talfe Conver- 
‘ fions of the Heathens have introduc’d many Errors into Chri- 
© ftianity. § 87. Treats, ‘ Of the itching Defire Men have to 
; be ob che prevailing Religion, and of the Mifchief this does 
© to the’ true Church. §°88. Contains, ‘ Reflettions on the 
_£ prefent Converfions of the Huguenots. $ $9. Contains, “Proofs 
“dof the Tranfplantation of the Errors of Heathenifm into Chri- 
“*ftianity. § 90. Shows, * Why the Holy Fathers did not’ con- 
_ ©.demn thofé who believed:the Prefages of Cometst ‘§ 91. Proves, | 
© That it’s unjuft to blame thofe who do not rafhly believe an 
S-effett to be miraculous, § 92 om, “ How: Grace cures Na- 
bikie VvV.2 "Ure. 
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* cure. § 93 fhows * How Chriftians are infatuated. with Pre 
‘ fages. §.94 fhows ‘How Hiftorians run out after Miracl 
“ aSthole of Charles V. for arg sw § 95fhows ‘ That when 
‘ we fay that Comets prefage the Death of Kings, we do not 
* diftinguifh, as we ought to do, thofe whofe Death is prejudi- 
‘ cial, and thofe whofe Death does no harm. § 96 contains 
* The Sequel of the Spanifh Exaggerations in praife of Charles V. 
§ 97, contains an Advertifement to the French: Hiftorians, §-98 
contains * A Refutation of thofe French Hiftorians who affirm’d 
© that there were Prefages of the Death of HearylV...§ 99.con- 
tains ‘ New Proofs of the Inclination of Chriftians. to believe 
* Prodigies and Prefages. § 100 contains ‘ A new Remark, to 
* {how that the Antiquity and Generality .of .an Opinion, is not 
© amark of its Truth. § 101 contains ‘A convincing Proof-of 
© Error about Prefages. . ; olipt eab ced: J -eoo 
In the next place our Author comes to give us three. ObjeGi- 
ons againft his Reafon that was -drawn. from Theology, and we 
have the firft of them in § 102. ‘ That God made Comets that 
© the Heathens might know his Providence, and not fall into 
© Atheifm. Our Author gives us his five Anfwers to this. The 
firft is in § 103.‘ That God does not. make. Miracles to drive 
* out one Sin by féttling another ; that is, to root out Atheifm 
* by the fettling of Idolatry. § 104. Contains the ‘fecond An- 
{wer, ‘ That icwas never-neceflary to hinder Atheifm. from fet- 
‘ tling it felf in the place of Idolatry, and that Comets are. not 
* capable to hinder it. § 105 Treats, ‘ of the prodigious Incli- 
‘ nation of the ancient Heathens to multiply the numberof. Gods. - 
* In § 106 we have-the third Anfwer, ‘ That even tho’ there 
“ was ground to fear that Atheifm fhoutd. fix it felf in the place 
* of Idolatry; it wasno ways neceflary to make-ufe of Miracles 
‘ to hinder.it..§ 107 proves, ‘ Thar the Effetts of; Nature 
“ might hinder Irreligion. § 108. ‘jThat Politicians might.do the 
‘fame. § 109, “That the Intereft of Priefts might alfo hinder 
“ it. § 110, Shews ‘ how People love. to believe that. Prodi ~~ 
‘gies are not natural. § 111. Shews ‘that; the Ecclefiaftical = © 
“ and Sovereign Authority have been fomerimes united...§ 112% = 
“ Treats * of the: Care that was taken to punifh thofethat deo 
* {pifed Religion. § 113. Proves ‘ thatthe Devils lov’dIdola 


try better than Atheifm. Th # IT4 WE. have the fourth An 7 


fwer, ‘ That Atheifm is not a gfeater Evil than Idolatry. Then 
our Au hor’ gives us feven proofs of this fourth. Antier:, ‘The - 
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firit of them is in § 115. ‘ That Imperfe&tion. is at leaft as con- 
‘ trary to the Nature of God as Non-entity. In § 116 we have 
the. 2d proof, ‘ That Idolatry is the greateft of ali Sins,according 
© to the Fathers. § 147. Contains the third proof, ‘ Tat Ido- 
* laters have been real Atheifts in a cértain Senfe, In§ 110 we 
‘ have the fourth proof, * That the Knowledge of God helps.an 
‘ Idolater only to render his Crimes more heinous. § 119: Gives 
us the fifth proof, ‘ That Idolatry makes .Men more difficult‘ to 
‘-be.converted than Atheifm. § 4120. Contains ‘ Comparifons 
‘ to prove this. “4 121.-Proves ‘ thatit’s difficult for thofe who 
‘ have lov’d any thing a long tims, to be brought to love the 
* contrary.. In § 122 we ‘have the fixth. proof, ‘ That neither 
‘ the Mind nor Underftanding are in a better State in Idolaters 
‘than in Atheifts. § 133 contains, ‘A Confideration of the 
‘ Heathenifh Idea of God.. § 124. contains, * Refle&tionson the 
¢ Ridiculoufnefs of the Heathen Religion. §. 125 proves, ‘ That 
* we muft not judge of the Heathen Religion by what-the Poets 
© have faid of it. § 126,.Contains an Account of the ‘ Difor- - 
© ders occafion’d .by the Chriftian Poets. § -127, fhews, ‘ Whar 
© was the. publick: Worfhip among{ft the Heathens, and. what/E: 
© fteem they had for Tradition. § 128 proves, ‘ That we muft 
‘ judge of a. Religion by..the Worfhip it ufes: This § .contains 
alfo ‘A Refle&tion on the Bifhop of Condom’s: Dife: fur P Hift. 
Univ... §-129 treats ‘ OF the Difpofition of the. Heart of A- - 
© -theifts, compar’d with that of Idolaters.- §. 130 dhews, ‘That: 
¢-thofe. among the.Heathens who were very bad, were not *A- 
‘-theifts. § 131: fhews, ‘ What is the Effect of the Knowledge 
‘ of :a God. amongft the Idelatrous Nations. § 132. fhews; . 
¢ That the Idolaters have furpaifzd Atheifts in the Crime..of Dis - 
* -vine Lefe-Majetty. : : 

In §- 133 we have the 7th proof, “ That Atheifm-does not ne- 
ceffarily lead to the Corruption. of Manners. § -134 fhews; . 
That Experience contradicts the Arguments we:uf to prove « 
that the knowledge of a God correéts. the vicious Inclinations - 
of: Men... §.135 fhews; * Why theré is fo much differerce be- 
‘tween what we believe and what we do. . §..136, fhews, ‘ That 
© Man does: not a&t according to his:Pfinciples. § 137. fhews, 
* Why certain Ceremonies, are regularly ebierv'd. $138 gives 
* an Example which proves that Opinions.are not the. Role: of 
* Ations... § 139 fhews, ‘That we can’t’ fay that thofe who- 
* donot live according to the Maxims of their Religion, —_ 
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© believe that there isa God. Our Author gives us feven proofs 

of this: The firft of which we have alfo in this Se€tion, which 

« is taken from the Life of Soldiers. § 140. Contains the 2d 

‘ proof ‘ taken'from the Diforders of thie Croifado’s. § 141, 
Contains ‘a Refle&tion on what fore Infidels have objefted to 

© the Chriftians, That their Religion is fit only to thake Cowards 

‘ or mean-{pirited People. In § 142 we have’ the 3d proof, 

“ taken from the Condu& of many Women. § 143 fhews, 

¢ What Principles may be inferr’d from what has been faid, 

§ 144 fhews, ‘ That Atheifts and Idolaters ate indue’d to Evil 
-* by the. fame Principle. ) 145 fhews, * That this Principle is — 

* no better corre€ted in Idolaters than in Atheifts. 4-146 proves, 

* That good Theology fhews that the Corruption “of Nature is 
-* no better corre€ted in Idolaters than in Atheifts. In § 247 

we have the 4th proof, * taken 'from-Devils and Sorcerers, who 

‘ fhew that the moft wicked People believe the Exiftence of a 

‘ God. § 148. Contains the 5th proof, * which may be found 

* by making a general review of the moft common ways of Men, 

In § 149 we have the 6th proof, ‘drawn from the Devotion, 

‘ yphich, “tis faid, many wicked Perfons had for the Holy Virgin. | 

§ 150. Contains.‘ A’ Refle&tion on F. Rapin’s ‘Book, ‘intitul’d, 

For des dern. Siecles. § 151 examines, Whether it be true ~ 

that there are many Atheifts in the Courts of Princes. § 152 | 
contains, * A particular Confideration of the Opinions of Low-. 
# XI. § 153 ‘fhews, ‘ That the Court nourifhes neither Su- 

sedi nor popular Errors. § 153 treats, ‘ Of the Super- 
* ftition of Alexander. § 155 treats, ‘ Of the Diforders and 

* Zeal of the Court of France in the laft Century. § 156 treats, | 

© Of the Zeal of the Great Lords of France againft the Prote- 

* ftants. § 157 gives, ‘ A very ftrong Reafon to prove the ne- - 

‘ ceflity of Grace. In § 158 we have the 8th proof, ‘drawn 

© from frequent Communion. * § 159 contains, * A Confirma- 

* tion of the fame thing. And § 160, which is the laft in the ~— 
firft' Vol. proves, ‘ That they who attribute the Corription of | 
* Manners to the Eftablifhment of the Faith, extenuate theCrime 
* inftead of rendring it more heinous. bab 
- § 161. Which is the firft in the fecond Volume contains *Con- 
“s Net on the Manners of a Society that fhould be without = — 
“ Religion. M. Bayle fays that as to Manners and Civil AGtions, 
“they would be every way like a Society of Heathens, § 162, 9 
Proves “that haman Laws -occafion the Vertues of an‘infinite | 
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“number of Perfons,and gives Unchaftity for an Example. § 163 
* proves, * That Men are more fenfible of Honour than Women. 
& 164 fhews, “What are generally the real Canfés of Womens 
_-~Chaftity. §. 165 fhews, * How much Mifchief the Uachafti- 
A 7 ty of Chriftians does to the Chriftian Religion. Here M. Bayle 
makes mention. of a Paflage in Sir Pax/ Ricaut’s State of the 
Turkifh Empire, Lib. 2. cap. 21. * That the Turks laugh at what . 
we iell them of the Severity of the Chriftian Religion, .with 
refpett to the prohibition of Marrying more than one Woman, 
and to have to do with any other whatever but with her. It’s . 
true, adds Sir Pex/, that we muft own to our ihame; that the 
irregularity of our Manners and Condu&t, gives juft ground to 
thefe Infidels to reproach and mock us as they do on this: Ac- 
count, tellingus that our Lives contradié ping, yw So They 
-are fcandalis’d to fee that there are not only an infinite number 
of Perfons among us, who break thefe Holy Laws of Chriftia- 
nity by.an impure and abominable Lifé, but that there are ftill 
Laws and Privileges that authorize Whoredom. They prove 
¢ this by the places of Debauchery in Ita/y. They know ‘that 
¢ Unchaftity paffés fora kind of Merchandife at Veice and, Na- 
* ples, that the Courtifans at Rome and the Caxtoneras in Spain, 
‘ make a Body of the State, and that Taxes and Impofts ase 
‘ laid upon’ them. They cannot underftand on what Reafons 
© thefé Politicks can be founded; nor whatthe Italians can fay 
© in defence of this Pra€tice. ee 
-. ¢ 166 gives us ‘A Mark, by which we may know if wedo. 
‘any thing for the.Love of God. §.167 fhows * What is 
¢ the true reafon why one Sin is more common than another. 
§ ¥68 contains ‘ RefleGtions on the Cuftom of Lying and Slan- 
* dring.- § 169 enquires * Whether.Men ‘have reafon to believe 
© Unchaftity to be a lefs Crime: than Murder, and declares. for 
‘ the Negative. § 170 contains * Refle€tions on the Malice that 
‘ is often found in Slanders. ¢.17r fhows ‘ Why Revenge.and 
© Avarice are fuch common Patlions, and concludes that Revenge 
‘ is fo common, beeaufe it has Charms for all the World, and 
© that ’tis felf Love makes uscovetons. § 172 enquites.if a So- 
© ciety of -Atheifts would:make Laws.of Moraliry and Honour, 
“Sand declares for the~ Affirmative. . ¢ 173 fhows ‘ That the - 
© Opinion of the Mortality of the Soul does not hinder us-from .. 
“ ‘defiring to immortalize our Names. § 174 gives ° Sages 
“ which proves that Atheifts have, not diftinguifhed ree. 
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¢ by the Impurity .of theis Manners, § 175 proves ‘ That Vos 
< lupruous People feldom amufe themfelves- by arguing againft 
¢ Religion., ¢: 176 proves ‘ That Man does not ‘regulate his 
¢ Life according to, his Opinions.:: § 177 fhows.‘ What is the 
s Reafon why we reprefent Atheifts to be extraordinary wicked, 
« and our Author fays, ’tis beca:fe we: talfly.fuppofe that a Man 
¢ atts always according to. what he believes it Matters of Reli- 
< gion. § 178 enquires ‘ Whether we may have.an Idea! of Ho- 
<« nefty without believing that there is a God,. and gives it-in 
¢ the Affirmative. §.179 proves ‘ That an Atheift may be gree- 
« dy of Glory and Praite, § 180 proves ‘ That. the. Example 
¢ Of Lucretia, &c. plainly proves that Religion was not the , 
« Caufe of the Idea’s. of Honefty that were amongft the Hea- 
‘ thens. g 181 contains ‘ A new Remark that Men do not live 
« according to their Principles, .¢ 182 fhows:‘ That Atheifin ha- 
¢ ving had Martyrs is an. indubitable Mark, that. it does not ex- 
“< clude Idea’s of Glory and Honefty, . This. ¢ contains alfo ‘Re- 
¢ fic&tions on the Conduét of the famous Vavini, who died in 
-© defence of Atheifm. .5 183 contains. ‘ An Examination of the 
© ObjeGion that is drawn trom the Difficulty. that there is to con- 
© vert an Atheift. § 184 examines ‘ From whence proceeds the 


¢ Difficulties to believe; and concludes that they proceed. from 
¢ the Corruption of the Mind, from the Diforder of the Paf- 
© fions and Inclinations to Senfuality,.. § 185 contains |‘ Refletti- 
‘ons on the Conduét of Jefus Chrift towards the Saducees and 
© Pharifces. § 186 treats * Of the Averfion of the Jews.to Ido- | 
‘ latry. § 187 enquires ‘If there be any other Caufe of Unbe- 


‘lief than Inclination to Evil. § 188 fhows * How proper the 
« Heathen Religion was to make Atheifts, 5 189 proves ‘That 
‘ tho’ Men be very much corrupted, yet they do not fay that Re- 
‘ ligion commands the Crime... § 190-fhows ‘.What is the. rea- 
‘fon of the foregoing ¢, § 191 enquires ‘ If the outward 
‘ Profeffion of Religion made. by. Atheifts cando them any good, 
‘ and determines it in. the Negative,i92 fhows ‘Why our | — 
¢ Author has been fo Long oo this Subj @, § 193 contains‘Ree 
‘ fle€tions on Péutarch’s Treatife of ;Superftition, In§ 194 we, 
© have the fifth An{wer * That there. is no Example which prov - | 
* that God has miraculoufly form’d Prodigies for the p déds, <3 
< Copverfion of any one t0 Idolatry. 9.195 thows < How Mix 
{idolatry ‘on the one hand, and ufelef$ on the other. 
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scoves ‘ Phe UfeleffnefS of the Converfion, of an, Epicurean. to 
€ Idolatry.. § 197 proves.‘ That there are grofler..Esrors than 
“the denying of Providence. ¢. 198. contains,‘ Refleétions 
¢ on the 65 Propofitions condemn’d by the Pope/in’ 1679. 
5 199 contains ‘ Refle€tions on the various ways of acting 
* apain{t Vice and Errors. ¢ 200 proves ‘ That there are Er- 
¢ rors which are not Criminal. § 201 fhows *‘ What makes 
¢ one Error worfe than another. § 202 proves * That if God 
¢ work’d Miracles to fhew. his GoodnefS to the Heathens, he 
¢ work’d for the falfe Gods. In Q 203 we have the 2d Ob- 
jeftion againft the Reafon drawn from Theology, ‘ viz. That 

Comets are form’d without a Miracle, that God,can thew. Mi- 
< ractes amoneft. Infidels, that God would make himfélf known 
© to Men by Comets; that the atts of Idolatry, of which Comets 
‘ are the caufe, will render Men inexcufable. To which our Au: 
thor gives us four Anfwers: The firlt of them.is in § 204.‘ That 
‘ if Comets be the Signs, of what muft: happen after their Appa- 
‘tition, they muft. neceflarily be form’d miraculoufly. § 205 

ives us * A Lift of feveral Hypothefes that we may follow, to 

argue on Comets. I. ‘ That Comets are dry and inflamable 
§ Seiesicte. which.having once taken fire, appear tous as 
© long as they find any Nourifhment, This is, Arifot/e’s Opinion. 
© Thofe, adds M. Bay/e, that will not quite defert him, finding 
© by the Parallaxis that Comets are above the Moon, only alter 
¢ the Original of Exhalations, and. whereas Ariffor/e faid that 
€ they are maintain’ by the Earth, they alledge the Earth has 
© nothing to do with them, but that they arg maintain’d by the 
© Planets. II. Others fay, that Comets ar@a heap of fimall 
* Stars, which being .taken apart are invifible, but being join’d. 
© together form a great Luminous Body, III. Others think that 
© Comets. are a portion of the Celeltial Matter which hardens, 
© and being condens‘’d, reflects to our Eyes the Light ir receives 
© from the Sun. JV. Many think Comets are Stars as ancient as 
© the World, that have as regular Motion as the Sun, but be- 
© caufe of the Line they draw, they touch our World but .in 
© certain Points,fo that we can’t fee them. but when they run thro” 
© thofe Points. V. The Cartefians pretend that the World be- 
‘ ing divided into feveral Tourbillons, each:of which has a Sun 
* in it’s Centre, it. happens fometimes that one of thefe Tour- 
* billons is fwallow’d up by a thar furround it, becaufe - 
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© Sun in the Centre of it, being cover’d with avery ‘thick Crue 

¢ has loft the foreé it had td move round about it @ cettain por” 
tion of Mattet! and ‘to form’a Tourbillon. As Pee rine a 

< ure is loft, the other Totrbiflons ‘profit-by the tuine ‘of this, 

< according as they have more or lefs force: . The Sun likewig 

+ being become an Opacous Body, follows the fame fate, and jg 

« drawn into other Tourbillons, and if’ into ours it forms a Co. 

« mét fo long 4s it tarries there. 5-206 fhows * That there is no 

« Hypothefis, wherein we find a natural: Connexion: between’ Co- 
«mets; and what -pafles on the Earth after their: Apparition, 
¢207 fhows ‘In what fenfe fecond Caufes are fobordinated. 

¢ among. themifelves or not. § 208 contains * The EHluftration 

¢. of this Do€trine. §209 contains ‘A further Iuftration of ir 

“ from. the Syftem of occafional Caufés. $ 210 contains * A 

© Confirmation of this Do&trine by what happetis when ‘Miracles 
‘are perform’d. -¢ 2¥# contains ‘An Applicat on: of what has 

© been faid on the fitft of the above-mentioned Hypothefes to 

© the fecond, third’ and fifth. § 212 fhows * That the fourth 

* Hy. is does not admit the faid Connexion. ¢ 213 contains 

* A Confirmation of thefe Remarks from the Contingency of Hu- - 

* mane A@tions. § 214 fhows ‘ Thatit depends but upon a very . 
* lithe Matter, that the greateft Events are not chang’d, -§ 215 
teaches us’ ‘ A Method how ‘to imagine that Comets’ may be. a 

* Prefage without a Miracle. 5 216 contains ‘ A Refutationof . 
* that Method. Ing217 we have the fécond Anfwer, ‘ Thar 

“ #€ Comets were Miracles, they would be fuch a fort of Mira- 
“cles as God never works in the Country of Infidels. 218. 
Shows ‘Whar tte Miracles are that-God works amoneft fpf . 
* dels. In g219:we have the third Anfwer * That it’s falfe thar 
¢. God. propos’d to make himfelf-known to be the true,God-to . 
“ the Gentiles, by fhowing them Comets. ¢:220 proves * That 

* che fecing of a Comet renders us nothing more fit to know- 
“the Nature of God. °¢-221 proves ‘Phat there were Heathen 

* Nations that admitted no Forreign Religions. ¢ 222 contains | 
«: A fhort Reprefentation of what may be inférr’d from the fore- 
* going-Rematks. § 223 examines “If we thay deny. that God. 

“ made any thidg' when we do not find it to: be of any ufé, and 

* declares tor the Affirmative. ¢ 224 contains ‘ RefleQions on __ 
“ the Maxim of-Pretor Cuffius, cui bono. 5 225 contains © Re- 
“ @e€tions on the manner wherein we interpret the hardning of — | 
© Rheraob’s Heart. §.226- gives us.‘ The fourth Anfwer, c= ee 
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eit’s falfe that the Gentiles have rendfed themfélves inexcufeable 
C ~ pny turning to God’ upon feeing Comets,  § 227 proves 
« That Comets are not capable to bring Men ‘to the Knowledge 
¢ of the True God. In¢ 228 wehave “ The third Objection, 
« that Comets are a natural Effect and the natutal Caufe of ‘the 
¢ Misfortunes that happen'after their’ Apparition. Our Author 
¢ -gives us his Anfwer to this in'S 229 “That it’s impoffible’ that 
¢ Comets’ Mhéuld ‘be ‘the efficient"Caife’ of the Misforturies'we 
¢ fay they prefage.*S 230 proves * That there\is ‘nothing more 
<«: worthy’ of the Grandeur of God than fo maintain the general 
« Laws, $231 contains * Refle&tions on the-Injuftice of thofe 
¢ who complain of the Profperity of the Wicked. § 232 treats 
« OF the Difference that there is between Mirdeles-and the Ef- 
t fects of Nature with Relation tows. 233 proves'* Phat the 
¢ CharaGters’' of tftie.Miracles do’ not’ agree ‘with ‘Comets. 
4-234 enquires * If God did-good and iff to’ the Heathens, in 
‘ ordef® to’ convert them: © § 235 contains * New Remarks,which 
“ prove that Comets are not the-Caufe of féture Evils; which 
* Remarks are drawn from the fortuitous Viciffitude of Humane 
* Affairs. ¢ 236fhows “ How fmall things ate~ oftentimes the — 
* Canfes ot the greateft Events. -5 237 fhows *’That Caules 
* can’t havea part inall the Paffions that chafe ‘the variety of 
* Everts. $238-proves ‘ That Man has fo neéd of any thi 
* but ‘himfelf, to be agitated by all forts of Paflions.’ This 
* likewifé fhows how very fuperftitious the Jews were. § 23 
contains’ * Remarks which prove, tat in order to make Conje- 
© Gures ‘on the Prefages of a Comet, it’s ufelef§ to obferve it 
‘ “felf;and that we heed only to obferve the general "Pofture” of 
© Affairs, and the Paffions and Interefts of Princes. This $-¢dn- 
“ tain$ likewife an Effay or Specimen of this Principle’ inthe 
© Comet of 1618, and that of 1681. § 240 gives us * Exam: 
“© ples of fome Politicians-who have foretold certain Events. $ 241 
contains * A Confutation of Pa/guier’s Prefage. $ 242 fhows 
¢ That it was cafie to forefee'a great War in Ezrope in the Year 
¢ 1618. ‘6 243 treats © Of the SlownefS and Bigotry of the 
¢ Politicks of the Houfe of Azria. @244fhows ‘ That Con- 
< querors ‘have avoided the Imputation of being Perfecutors. 
§ 245 fhows “How much the Houfe of Asffria has weakened it 
*felf by its Perfecutions for Religion. ¢ 246 treats ‘ Of the 
© Prefages fpread abroad'in 1681, and of the favourable Difpof- 
* tions Hance was then under to make Conquelts, § 247 con: 
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* tains. A particular Account of ‘the advantagious Circutnftan: 
* ces of France at that time, $ 248, contains; * Confiderations 
- onthe State of Europe. at. that time, $449 fhows. ‘ How 
‘much Republicks have formerly mortified Monarchies, § 250 
{hows ‘ How very advantagious the Peace of Nimeguen was to 
‘ France. § 251 contains ‘ Reflections on the form of the Go. 
* yvernment of. Germany. M. Bayle + ahaha was word: 
* more abus’d, nor a Name worfe ‘chofen than, by) giving the 
‘Name of, Evpire to. Germany, which, che fays, is. the moft 
‘. monftrous Government-under the Sun, it. being under an- innu, 
* merable multitude of Sovereigns, who cannot as yet ( tho’ it 
* has been under this form of Government a long’ time ) agree 
about the Order of ‘their Places, and hinder the moft neceflary 
¢ Conferences for the Publick-Good,. till they know what part 
¢ every Deputy muft- have in every: thing when; adds M. Bayle, 
‘ I confider thofe Difputes, and the:endlefS Deliberations of the 


¢ Diet of Ratrsbon, who {pent time in. fruitlefs Difputes, Jea-. 
‘ loufies and Formalities, when the Enemy was at the Gates of 
© Vienna, 1am amaz’d, and can think no Name bad enough 
‘. for fuch,a fort. of Government. § 252 treats. ‘ Of the great 
¢ Affettion) the. Jefyites have for the Interefts of France, § 153 


* treats of fome Prophefies that promifed the King of brance 
‘great Conquetts, § 254 treats.‘ Of: the Pretences the .King 
* might ufé, in order to. make ufe of the favourable Difpofiti- 
¢ ons-that Fortune offered him, § 255 gives ‘ Reafonswhy his 
© Majetty fhould notlay-hold of thofé favourable Opportunities. 
§ 256 contains. ‘ Reflections on certain Be pera abroad . 
“in favour of France. 257. enquires ‘ Whether Europe had 
‘ more reafon to enter into.a League in 1681 than formerly, and 
“ declares for ‘the ‘Affirmative. .§ 258 examines * Whether . 
«.. Leagues are formidable, and fays never till the Allies areagreed 
¢ among themfelves. § 259 enumerates feveral ‘ Faults. of the 
s. Allies during the Warin 1673. §. 260 gives us Examples of 
s the ‘ Confiderable Effects. of fome Leagues. §.261.fhows - 
-. « That we maft not reckon on. the, prefent State .of Things. 
§ 162 contains *‘ The Comclufion of the Work. = =) 
_§, 263. -Contains ‘ an Abridgment of the whole Book, which. 
we fhall according to promife, infert at large, as follows. . 
* To reduce all my Difpute to.an Abridgment, faysour Author, 
‘if Comets were a Prefage of fotme Misfortunes, it would, bec. 
“ ther becaufé they. are the Efficient Caufes, or becaufe.they are 
£ Signs. This camt be denied,’ »: 195 Ca ee 
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‘ But it is neither, becaufe they are the Efficient Caufes of thefe 
* Misfortunes, nor becaufé they are Signs of ’em. 

* It will be eafie to draw the Conclufion, provided I prove 
¢ the two Parts of this. Propofition. 

‘ I prove the firft by four Reafons. 

* J. Becaufe to maintain that Comets are the Efficient Caufes 
of Wars, of new Religions that {pring up, and fuch like Pefts 
of Society, which depend on the Free-tWill of Man, and on 
the Concourfe of a thoufand fortuitous Things, is not only an 
may but alfo:the greateft of all Abfurdities, as I ee 

Rab si 

‘ Il. Becaufe there is no Reafon @ priori, as Philofophers 
* fpeak, which proves that Comets have a. Virtue naturally to 
* produce. Famine, Mortality, &c. 
’ © TIL. Becawfe it is falfe, that we cam prove it. by Reafons 2 
‘-Pofteriori , that isto fay, by Reafons drawn. from Experience. 
‘ For at the utmoft, all that we. can prove by Experience will 
¢ amount to this; That every time Comets appear’d we faw 
© great Diafters happen in the World ; which is fo far from pros . 
‘ ving that the Comets were the Caufes of thefe, Misfort : 
© that ic would juftas foon prane, that a Man’s going out of 
‘ his Houfe,is the Caufe why fo many People have pafled through - 
© that Street all Day. In fhort, it is to argue moft pitifully, to - 
© conclude that two Things are the Effect one of the other, be« 
¢ caufé they conftantly follow one another... The fall of a Stone 
‘6. 
‘ 
6. 
« 
. 


‘rf ff fF A 


which we have.caft up into the Air, conftantly and, neceflasily 
follows the Aé€tion of him..that thas throws. it, and -yet this 
Action is not the efficient Caufe of the fall of this Stone. But 
there is fomewhat more that Experience does not prove, that . 
we have always more Difafters after the Apparition of Comets, 
than at other times, and to pretend the contrary, is mere Illu - 
fion and. Ignorance. We. need only cenfult the Annals of the 
World,. without prejudice, to be.convine’d of the.Truth.of : 
* what | fay. < 
_* FV. Becaufe, if Comets. had. a power to caufe-Plagues. and - 
© Famine ; then as. they muft be the Caufes which.aét neceflari« 
* ly and. without refpe€t of Perfons, they would ravage.all. .the - 
’ Parts of the. Earth through which they. pened or to which 
‘ they became vifible as they went round the World, which is 


* falfe.. If it be faid, that they don’t find every where the necef* 
S fary Difpolitions for the production of thofe Effetts. i a 
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“ therefore, that they can foretéll nothing certain’; for how cag 


we tell when we fee them, that there will be any place in the 


+, World fo difpofed -as the Comet reqhires.. We-are not oblie’d | 


to believe that they expe€t when they fhew themielves, that _ 
the Caufes, which ought to coneur with their Influences, fhould 
be ready in fome part of the World. 

‘ The other part of the Propofition, viz.:That Comets do 


‘ not prefage any Calamities, as they area Sign of ‘thofé Cala- 


_" 


¢ 
€ 
a 
c 
& 
c 
‘ 
a 
& 
€ 
€ 


Lad 


e fa ewe ef 8 


mities, is' prov’d by the fcllowing Reafons. 


‘ J. Becanfe Comets are neither a natural Sign, nor a Sign of 
Inftitution of any Calamities. PRG att 

“For if they -were ‘a natural Sign of fome Calamity, they 
muft either be a neceflary Caufe, which 1 have prov'd tobe 
falfe ; or, at leaft, there muft bea neetflary Connexion be- 
tween the Comets and thofe Calamities; which is equally falfe, 
fince Experience, which is the only way to juftifie ‘this pre- 
tended Connexion againft all the Reafons that oppofe it,proves 
nothing lefS than that. Its eafie’ to convince any one of it, 
and to let him-fee at the fame time how much we are in the 
wong, to boaft of our Reafon, which isof fo little ufé to ps, 
that all Men almoft find themfelves engag’d in an Opinion de- 
ftirute of all trianner of proofs, either as to Matter of Right or 
Matter of Faét. Noe: Gee 

© That Comets are- not ar-inftituted Sign of any Misfortune, 
is plain enough of it felf,*God not having reveal’d it to us, as 
he has done in relation to the Rainbow, that he would make 


¢ Comets fhine in the Heavens to warn us of his Judgments. - 


‘ If. Becaufe, if Comets were a Sign of any Misfortune, dif 
ferent from natural and inftituted Signs, God muft have im- . 
printed upon them certain Charatters altogether fingular, 
which render them fignificative in the want of an exprefs-Re- 
velation, that fhould juftifie the Judgment of thofe who-main- 
tain that they are bad Prefages, and render inexcufable’ thofe 
who bélieve nothing of them. But this is what God never did. 
On the contrary, he has defpoil’d them of the true Marks of a 


* fignificative Prodigy, as if he defign’d to prevent ‘our natural 
* Credulity. He has fubmitted them to the Jurifaiftion of the 
© Sun, who difpofes ofthe fituation of their Tails, as it would 


. do of the leaft Cloud or Fog; which hinders us of the view of 


em 
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* °em half the time. . He fometimes gives them a Motion which 

© immediately carties them near the Sun, where they become 
* invifible. Sometimes he makes them fo little, or raifés them 

* fo high, that they are {een by no Body, except perhaps by fome 
* Aftronomer, who fatigues himfelf all Night to contemplate 
* the Stars with a good Teleftope. At other times he makes 

* them appear, and leaves them for a confiderable time, as it 
“ were to accuitom us to them, and to allow us to ftudy their 
*Courfes. But, efpecially, he gives ’ema.Martk of Univerfality, 

“ which alone is fufficient to take from them the quality of 
* Signs. For God never having a Defign to cover the whole face . 
‘of the Earth all at once with an extraordinary Inundation of 
* Calamities, did certainly never produce any Signs of fucha. ~ 
‘wDefign. Yet it’s of this fort of Signs Comets muft be, if they 

‘ were Signs, becaufe they equally threaten all the World: And 

‘ it’s clear from hence, that if Men made ufe of their Reafon, . 
© they would underftand that thefe are not Threatnings, fince it’s - 
©no ways probable that all People who fee Comets mult bz 
© unfortunate, and that the Order which has always been ob-:- 
¢ ferv’d in the World, occafions that according as one Nation 
© ruins it-felf another Profits by its Spoils. Befides, God never: 
© affefted to difplay his Judgments rather in Years that follow’d 

‘ Comets than in others, .without which it’s impoffible that: Co- 
‘ mets can-havea lawful Right to prefage future Evils.’ Perhaps 

¢ one Nation may have been more unfortunate in that time'than- 4 
¢ in another, as it happened to France, when there appeared fo 

¢ many Coffets duting the Reign of Henry HI. and at-the begin- 

© ning of that of his Succeffor. But it does not follow ftom thence, 

© that all Nations taken together, were more affli€ted, unlefs in 

© the-reafon of fome fhallow People, who regulate the Fate of 

‘all Nations by that of the fasall Tratt of Ground,~ which is 

‘ known to them,.and who are ready to-cry out every time that 

© it hails in their Village; that fince the beg’nning of the World 

© there never was a more iatal, more dreadful and mote difa- 

“ ftrous Year. Let us confider, a little the State of Spain under 
‘© the Comets, which as they fay occafion’d our Civil Wars, -we. 

© fhall find that fhe join’d to her vaft. Monarchies Portugal and . 

© the Eaft-Indies, and Fortune heap’d favours upon her, and her’. 

* King was faid to govern the World with his Pen. . 
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‘ III. Becaufe if Comets were a fign, after all that has been 
‘ faid of them, God muft neceflarily make them fo by way of 
¢ Miracle, to warn all Mankind to take fuch a Courfe as ma 

appeafe his Wrath, that is to fay, that God muft have wrought 
Miracles, and ftill continues to do fo to make Men commit 
innumerable A€ts of Idolatry. A thing which cannot be faid 
© without manifeft Impiety. 
« Having prov’d the two Parts of my-Propofition, and fhew'd 
that Comets are not what Men imagine them to be; I con- 
clude that they are Bodies ‘as ancient as the Wolrd, which by 
the Laws of Motion,. according to which God governs the vatt 
Machine of the. Univerfe,.are determin’d to paf$ from time to 
time within our.View, ané.to return us the light of the Sun 
{o modified, that we perceivera long train of Beams either be- 
fore or behind them, .as to which, any one that pleafés may 
confult the Gentlemen of the Royal Academy of Sciences. 
As to what remains, their Paflage into our World is of no 
Confequence, neither good ror evil, no more than the Voyage 
of an Indian into-Europe; every Man however is at liberty, ac- 
cording to the pious Motions of his Mind, to mortifie himfelf 
at the: fight of fuch a Phenomenon ; and by this means they 


may find an eafie Method:to reconcile the light of Philofophy | 
with that of Confcience. | 
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Ir’s hop’d the Reader will eafily pardon our being fo long in 
our Account of this Work, fince it contains fo much reading 
upon a Subje&t fo curious, and fo much controverted, efpecially 
fince it contributed fo much to advance the Reputation of the 
Larned Author, and occafioned a long Controverfie betwixt him 


and M. Furiex. We mouft refer the Account of the other Vo- 
lumes till another time. 
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Obfervationum Selettarum ad Rem Litterariam Speltantium. To- 
mus III, 7. e. Sele&t Obfervations relating to Learning. Vol. III. 
Printed at Ha// in Saxony, 1704. In 8°. Pages 406. 


Having formerly * given an Account of the two firft Volumes 
of this Book, and having then accounted for the Defign and 
Method of the Authors, we fhall continue to do fo with the 
remaining Volumes in their Order, 


i, TT? 3d Volume begins with a long and very Jocofe Pre- 
face, wherein the Authors excufe themfelves that they 
do not dedicate their Works to any Mecenas, and refle& very 
much on the ill ufe of Dedications. How, fay they, can we make 
an Epiftle Dedicatory without running out in the Praifes of thofe 
to whom we Addrefs? And what ditherence can we now make, 
confidering the general Corruption every where, between Praifés 
and Lyes. Every Man who refolvesto write a Dedication, ought 
to refolve at the fame time to make an At/as of a Pigmy, an 
Hercules of a Sardanapalus, an Apollo of a Midas. Our Authors 
quote on this Head a Paffage out of Me/anttbon which is worth 
eR ey It is in the 3d Book of his Epiftles, where he writes 
to the Prince of Heffe as follows. Ovationem Tibi Dedicavera- 
mus, fed Oficit Gratid, Legatus Quidam Cefareanus intercepit, 
cui infcribenda fuit Oratio, Aule Studio, hoc eft, affentands Gr 
tid. Sic enim fenfim, © nobis Theologis faciendem Videtur, ju- 
vande Publice Caufe Gratid. i.e. 1 had dedicated my Harangue 
to you, but one of the Emperor’s Ambafladors coming hither, I 
was oblig’d to dedicate to him, out of Policys that is, that I 
might have an Opportunity to flatter him; for thus alfo we Di- 
vines are oblig’d to do infenfibly, in order to ferve the Common 
Caufe. 
But this bad Cuftom no lefs difcovers the Vanity of thofe 
Great Men who value themfelves upon their being well bely’d 





* See the Hiftory of the Works of the Learned, Vol. IV. for February, 
2703. Page 86, © feqg. and for April 1703. Page 202, © feqg. 
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in an Epiftle Dedicatory, than it fhews the prefumption of Au: 
thors who think their Pens will Immortalize their Patrons. Then 
our Authors enquire into the reafon: why Dedications are itill in 
ufe, and fay that ’tis a defire to reccive Prefents from thofe to 
whom Authors dedicate their Works. And the Keafon why 
their Patrons value themfelves upon the Praifés given them in 
fuch a manner, is, that the Vulgar reckon that he who had Senfe 
cnough to write a Book, muft needs have fome Judgment, and 
know that he whom he Praifes merits it. Yet fome value them- 
felves upon Books that have been dedicated to them by Men 
who have put nothing of their own in ’em; nay, had not fo 
much Senfe as to write a Dedication. Eva/mus, tho’ a great Man, 
was usd to traflick with his Dedications, but was once met 
with, by a Printer, who being angry with him, did out of Ma- 
lice, put one word for another, in his Dedication to the Queen 
of Hungary, which made him fpeak mere Nonfenfe ; which poor 
Erafmus was fo vex’d at, that he declar’d he would willingly 
have given 300 Ducats to have prevented it. At the end of 
this Preface we have a Tranflation of a great part of what 
Fureticre fays in his Roman Burgefs, to banter the Authors of 
Dedications. 


[i. This Volume confifts of 20 Differtations. The two firrft 
treat of the Deftruction of T7oy, and of thofe that wrote before 
and after Homer. The defign of thefe two Diflertations is to 
prove, that ail that Authors tell us of the Ruin of Troy, is 
Fabulous. We have none.of their Works that wrote before 
Homer, We only know that except Diflys Cretenfis, whole 
Works we have not, fince all agree that what is now vented un- 
der his Name is-fuppofititious, all the reft were Poets; that is to 
fay, Men who make Lyes the r Profeffion, and therefore we. can 
give “em no Credit. So that Homer is the firft Spring we can 
draw from. But Homer was a Poet as well as the reft; and to 
beliewe what he tells us of I7cy, is to grant him more.than ever 
he pretended to, tince he did not think we would take all that 
he told us for Truth: All thoie that wrote after Homer. having 
enly copied him, or at moft added fome new Fi€tions of. their 
own, deferve no more Credit. Having fhewn that we can lay 
no ftrefs either upon any. of the Authors that liv’d before Homer, 
nor on Homer himfelf, it would feem needlefs to review all thofe 
that wrote after that Prince of the Greek Poets ; yet the Author 
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of this Tra&t runs over moft of them, and tells us how we areto 
efteem each of them in particular, What he fays as to Homer, 
does not tend to cry down that Poet ; but, on the contrary, he 
thinks that there are a great many important Truths and Myfte- 
ries conceal’d under the. Veil of that Poets Fables. This is the 
Opinion of P/ato and Plutarch among the Heathens, and of Fftiz 
Martyr, Tatian and many other Chriftians. Our Author tells 
us, that in what they fay of the War and Deftru€tion of Troy, 
there are fome Truths intermix’d with variety of Lyes. Former- 
ly they comprehended under the name of Phrygians, not only 
the Greeks but alfo a great part of the Inhabitants of Affz Mi- 
nor. There were Troubles amongit them, wherein the Women 
hada great fhare. The Greeks made War on the Trojans, and 
we dare not deny but they had various fuccefs. But, as to the 
Deftruction of Troy, the Travels of UAses, and the arrival. of 
ZEncas in Italy, thefe are things we dare not affirm, becaufe there 
is no good proof of it. °Tis not only fome Moderns who have 
doubted of the Truth of part of what is faid of the Siege of 
Troy, but fome of the Ancients did the like. Then our Author 
confutes M. Ryckiws’s Reafons to confirm the Truth of this Hi- 


{tory. 


Ill. The third Differtation treats of the Original of the Ro- 
mans, and what Writers have thought of it. Bochart has made 
the opinion of the Arrival of /Exeas in Italy very doubtful, and 
Cluverius has rejeCted the fame as fabuious, together with the 
whole Hiftory of the ancient Kings of Rome. Our Author thinks 
Eneas never fet foot in Ita/y. He does not deny but fome Tro- 
jans might come and fettle there, and might perhaps have given 
rife to the Roman Republick. But they were very meai Perfons; 
to whom afterwards they afcribed all that Hiftory or Fable had 
faid of the ancient Heroes, in order to render more illuitrious 
the Original of a People, who did then pretend to the Empire 
of the Univerfe. Romulus and Remus, who were faid to be the 
Founders of Rome, were the Sons of a Prieftefs call’d Rhea, and 
of an unknown Father, perhaps. of fome Soldier who had de- 
bauch’d her. They were brought up by a Woman of an ill Lite, 
whom the Laiis call’d Lupa: Being grown up, they became 
Robbers, and having got together a Company of Kakes, they 
laid the Foundation of the Roman Grandeur. 
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IV. The fourth Obfervation gives us an Abridgement of a Book 
printed at Rome in 1651, entitul’d, Bonifacius VMI. & Familia 
Cajetanorum Principum,Romanus Pontifex, FohanRubei Rev.Patris, 
Conereationis Anglia, Ordinis S. Benediiti Monachi, atque olim in 
Romand Curia Procuratoris, ad UWluftriffimum atque Excellentiff;- 
mum Dominum Francifcum Cajetanum Sermonete Ducem, glee 

e Pope 


Bonifacu Gentilem. The defign of this Monk is to jufti 
Boniface VMI. from all his Crimes, and in general from all Ob- 
jeftions againft his Conduct, and inftead of allowing him to have 
‘been a very wicked Man, as muft be own’d, he makes him a 
Saint; fuch a miferable Flatterer is this Fellow. 

V. The Sry/us Lapidarius is the Subje&t of the fifth Obfervati- 
on, which is very curious, and contains feveral ufeful Remarks 
on Style, and on many Latin Authors,both Ancient and Modern. 
Our Author prefers no Style to that of Cicero. It is clear and 
judicious, and always folid, and does fo avoid Puns, that when 
any one efcaped him by chance, he always makes an Apology 
for it. Soon after the death of that Orator, the Roman Language 
began to be corrupted, becaufe they mix’d with Strangers; and 
in Nero’s time they call’d Cicero’s Style an Irom Style, and pre- 
ferr’d thatof Petronius before his. Seneca had much Spirit, but 
his Style was not natural. He was one of thofe that contributed 
moft to {poil the eloquent Simplicity of the Roman Language. 
‘Tis now about 100 Years fince feveral learned Men endeavour- 
ed to reftore the Ciceronian Stile, and if they did not equal it, 
it’s certain they came very near to it. Lipfius unluckily having 
much ftudied Seneca, did, in fome manner, follow his Style, 
which fpoil’d his Tatte for that of Cicero. He had feveral Fol: 
lowers, who thought they did not {peak well when they {poke 
naturally, and usd great Figures when they fpoke of the moft 
common Things. Quintus Curtias’s Stile does not pleafe our Au: 
thor, and he very much applaudes M, /e Clerc’s Cenfure of it in 
his Ars Critica. He does not approve the Stile of moft of the 
Ancient Fathers. St. Ferome, he fays, is always in the declaim- 
ing ‘Tone, St. Augujtin trifles often, St. Ambrofe makes a fhow 
of Eloquence full of Words, but St. Bernard furpaffts them all 
in thote childifh Affeftations. Our Author quotes a Paflage, 
which proves, that that good Father endeavouring to fhow his 
Wit, difcovered that he had but very little Judgment. His Words 
are very fingular, and worth reading, but are too long for us to 
wangeribe, but the Curious may find them in his 53d mur a 
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drefs’d to Acmerick Chancellor of the Court of Rome. It’s cer- 
tain the figurative Stile ought to be us’d very cautioufly, becaute, 
as our Author obferves, it is for the moft part accompanied with 
fome obfcurity. Thofe who imagine a fublime and figurative 
Style to be all one, and make no diftin&tion between a*mean and 
a natural Stile, have no Idea of true Eloquence. Their Dif- 
courfe may charm the Ears, but can make no Impreffion on the 
Heart. 


VI. The 6th Obfervation treats of a very ftarce Index Expur- 
gatorius, publifh’d at Rome by Francis Mary of Brifighelle, Ma- 
{ter of the Sacred Palace. It was printed in 1607, and foon af- 
ter fupprefSd by Order of the Pope. It was not long after prin- 
ted in the Netherlands, but the Impreflion was feis'd. Many 
Authors have quoted it, but *tis not now to be found. Our 
Author advifes thofe that have a Copy of it, to procure a 
new Edition of it, and not to deprive the Publick any longer 
of fuch a curious Piece; and he himfelf promifes to publifh 
fomething of it which he copied from one that was lent 
him. 


VII. The feventh Obfervation cenfures Ariffotle’s Definition 
of Nature, or rather his falfe Explication of that of the Anci- 
ents. Our Author accufes this Pr. of Philofophers of {poiling 
all that was good in the Ancients, out of an Humour to. diftin- 
guifh himfelf by new Opinions. 


VIII. The eighth Obfervation is employ’d in defending and 
explaining the Right, that the Eftates of the Empire have to 
make Peace and War. He divides his Matter into two Parts, - 
the firft relates to the Right of the States of Germany as States, 
and the fecond to their particular Rights as Sovereigns of. fuch 
particular Countries. 


IX. The ninth Obfervation enquires whether Fu/iaz the Apo- 
ftate was ever really a Chriftian. Our Author thinks he was ne- 
ver a fincere Chriftian, nor did ever well underftand the Princi. 
ples of the Chriftian Religion. Sozomen fays only.that he.” pro. 
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Jeffed to be a Chriftian and Socrates plainly infinuates his Opinion 
Ot the pretended Chriftianity of that Prince, when he fays that 
being proclaimed Emperor + he took off the Mask, and ceasd 
frore making an outward Profeffion of the Chriftian Religion 
as he bad done before. Wes true, Ecciefiaftical Htiory tells us 
that Fu/ian was educated, and carefully inftrufted in the Chri. 
{tian Religion by Bifhops. Nay, fome fay,that during his Youth, 
he was a Reader inthe-Church. But our Author fays, all this 
looks tabulous, as well as his pretended Baptifm, fince *tis wel] 
known that in thofe Days ’rwas the Cuftom not to receive that 
Sacrament till the end of their Lives. They fay he was Reader 
at 16 Years of Age, whereas ’twas then requifite that he fhould 
be 20 Years before he was admitted to that Office. 


XK. The roth Obfervation treats of a certain Greek Oration 
of Hugh Broughton. 


XI. The 11th teaches us how to make what the Chymifts 
call Arcanum Duplicatum © Lartarum Vitriolatum. 


XII. The following Obfervations treat of the Syncretifm of 
Philofophers, We give the Name of Syncretifts in general to 
thofe that maintain that we ought to fuffer and tolerate all thofe 
that are not of our Opinion, there being nothing fo contrary to 
the Spirit of Chriftianity as to perfecute People, meerly becaufe 
they are not of our Mind. The Syncretifis in Theology and in 
Philofophy, don’t all keep themfelves within the fame Bounds. 
Bur there is another fort of Syncretifts who would reconcile 
thofe different Opinions. Its true, that Opinions, which feem 
as diffetent as Chalk is from Cheefe, are oftentimes ; only differ- 
ent in the Terms us’d to explain them. But there are other Opi- 
nions which differ in Effentials, fo that our Author fays very 
well, that thofe who endeavour to reconcile fuch Opinions do 
much hurtthe Truth. It’s this fort of Syncretifm which tends 
to reconcile Opinions that thefe Obfervations treat of. There 
may be as many forts of them, as there are forts of Arts and 
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Sciences, wherein all the Profeflors are not of the fame Opi- 
nion. We may endeavour to reconcile Criticks, Divines, Law- 
yers, Phyficians and Philofophers. The Critical Syncretifin is 
that which is employ’d in reconciling the Verfion with the Text 
or feverat Verfions among themielves. Here our Author blames 
thofe that at any rate, will maintain thofé Verfions that are us’d by 
their Party, in Places where they are vifibly faulty, as fome 
Roman Catholicks maintain all the Errors of the V/?ara and fome 
Lutherans have been as zealous tor the German Verfion of their 
-Mafter. He is very ihort on the Syncretilim-of Divines, Lawyers 
and Phyficians, but is long on that of Philofophers. Some have 
endeavoured to reconcile them with the Holy Scripture, and 
others again to reconcile them among themfelves. e¢. ¢. How 
many Chymitis have there been, who pretended that the Hiftory 
of the Creation agreed very well with their Art, and that Ald/es 
had mentioned their Elements. Nay, the famous To//ivs has 
sone further, and wrote a Book to prove that all the fabulous 
Grecian, Phenician and Egyptian Hittory, related to Chymiltiy: 
In the Primitive Church there were Chriftian Doétors who had 
learn’d P/ato’s Philofophy, others foltowed that of Porticus, and 
fome that of Pythagoras, but however oppofite all thefe Philo- 
fophies were, all jthefe Dottors equally pretended that the 
Philofophy which they profeficd pertectly agreed with the Do- 
&trine of Chriftianity. Into what Errors did not Clement of 
Alexandria tun, inorder to reconcile P/ato with the Scripture. 
He taught the Eternity of Matter,and a perpetual Series of Worlds, 
to fucceed one another eternally, and many other Chimera’s, 
which he pretended to find in Scripture, becaufé he had found 
them before in his P/sto, Thefe fort of Reconciliations general- 
ly contound the Truth. We feem more zealous for the Words 
of Men than for thofe of the Holy Spirit. Some Moderns have 
alfo endeavoured to reconcile P/uto with the Holy: Scripture, aad 
among them Cardinal Bejjarton. Others have endeavoured the 
like with Ariflot/e, and indeed the whole Scholaflick Theology 
is nothing buta confus'd Chaos compos'd of Scripture and Arz- 
ftotle’s Opinions. Our Author thows the Inconvenience and Ki- 
diculoufnefs of thefé fort of Reconciliations. There have been 
Cartefians alfo who endeavoured to do the like for rheir Mafter’s 
Philofophy. Joba Ancerpoel wrote the Cartefius Mofuizans, and 
another wrote the Monde Nazjjant, wherein he endeavours to 
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prove, that the Hiftory of the Creation as wrote by Mo/es, agrees 
very well with the Principles of Defcartes. 

We cannot blame a Chriftian Philofopher to endeavour to 
fhew, that his Philofophical Opinions are not contrary to the 
Holy Scriptures, but to pretend to find Opinions purely Philo- 
fophical in the Sacred Text, is to carry the Thing too far, fince 
the Scriptures were given to make us good Men, and not good 
Philofophers. 


XI. The three following Obfervations, examine whether a 
Prince has any Right to revoke any Privilege granted by himfelf 


or his Predeceffors ; and our Author ftrenuoufly maintains that he 
has no fuch Right. | 


XIV. The 18th Obfervation treats of an Edi&t of Theodofius’s 
about the Myftery of the Trinity, wherein he commands all his 
Subjetts to profeis the Religion that St. Peter the Prince of Apo- 
{tles taught the Romans at firft, &c. that the Name of Catholick 
Church fhould be given only to thofe Affemblies that gave equal 
Worfhip to all the three Perfons of the Trinity, and that all 
others fhould be punifh’d as Hereticks. Our Author fays the Em- 
peror had no Right to makeany fuch Law, that therein he con- 
founded the Duties of a Prince, with thofe of a Clergy-man, 


that we ought to oppofe Errors by teaching the Truth, and not by 
tloody Laws againft Hereticks, — 


XV. The roth Obfervation treats of fuch another Law of the 
fame Emperor, that forbids all Meetings of Hereticks. 


XVI. The 20th and laft Obfervation treats of a new Method, 


invented by one Cock an Englifh Man, to foretell Things to come 
by the Obférvation of the Planets. 
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Lexicon Technicum: Or an Univerfal Englifh Diétienary of 
Arts and Sciences, explaining not only the Terms of Art, but+the 
Arts themfelves. By John Harris, M. A. F. R. S. London, 
Printed for D. Brown, Tim. Goodwin, John Walthoe, Tho. 
Newborough, John Nicholfon, Tho. Benskin, Benj. Took, 
Dan. Midwinter, avd Francis Coggan, 1704. Folio. 


'-¥~His a Treatife of that Nature, that we cannot pretend 

- togivean Entire Abftraé of it... All we can dois to 
give youa Reprefentation in Generak of the Induftrious agd 
Learned Mr. Harriss Performance, and after that to-produce 
fome Inftances out of his Lexicon, to juftifie the truth of the 


Chara@ter that is juftly his Due. 


The defign of his Dictionary is of a different: nature from 
that of moft others; For here are explained not only the 
Terms which are made ufe of,in the Arts and Sciences, but 
the Nature of the Arts and Sciences themfelves; In moft of 
which the Reader will find fomething thatis new, and in all 
things delivered ia a clear and regular method. | 


Mr. Harris hath been very full in all the Parts of the Mas 
thematicks. ibey 


In Geometry under the name of each Figure, he demon- 
{trates its eflential Properties, and. fhews its conftruGions 
and ufe. | taxtady 

Under fuch Words as Parabola, Ellipfis;, Hyperbola; the Au- 
thor is very large, and not only defines, thofe Figures, but 
demonftrates their moft remarkable and Primary, Properties; 
as likewife thofe of the Conchoid, Cycloid, Logarithmick-line, 
Ciffoid, Quadratrix and Spiral-lines; and is very full,in the 
ufeful Arts of Trigonometry. both Plain and Spherical; In Sphe- 
rick Geometry, or the Art of Pxojecting the Sphere in: Plano:;, Ao 
Surveying, Dialling, &c. where he has not fo, ftriétly confia’d 
himfelf to other Authors, but that the Reader may meet with 
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Under Algebra, and the reft of the Terms thereunto belongs 
ing,.( fach.as Equation, Conftruttion, &c. ) he hath given a clear 
and diftin® account of that Science, giving all the Rules to. 
gether with their Reafons, and demonftrations, the Refolu. 
tion of adfetted Equations with-their Conftructions ; the Con. 
ftruGtion of Cubicks and Biquadraticks, together with: the In. 

veltigation of Mr. Bakers central Rule. : 


Seetige 


ass 
Se ee eS 


oad a 
racer le toe Sa 


* 


Under the Word Affymprote, he hath feverat Confiderations: 
concerning Affymtotical. Curves, where he fhews that Curves. 
which admit of no re@tilineal Aflymptote may notwithftand. : 
ing be Affymptotical to one another, with feveral other Con-. 
fiderations of the like Nature. Nor has he been lefs fall in 
‘mhat we call the New AZethods. Under the Word Fluxions, he 
has given us the firft Principles of that Science, wx. The Na- 
ture and Algorithm of them, and their ufe and application he: 
has every where given under proper Heads; and by: thefe is. 
fhowa an Univerfal Method of drawing Tangents, of deter- 
mining the! Points of Inflexion and’ Retrogreffion 5 of refolving 
Queftions de Maximis & Minimis, of finding the Centres of 
Gravity and Ofcillation, &c. 


hi 
” score a ae 


All the Parts of common Arithmetick are here explaia’d with 
tts Application to Axatoci/m, Compound Intereft and Annuities, 
together with the Doétrine of Surds; the Method of Extraa-. 
ing Roots by! Converging Series; Logarithms and F,attions both 

- vulgar and Decimal. 


He hath likewife given the Defcription and ufe of both the 
Celeftial and Terreftrial Globe, an account of a great-many Ma 
thematical and Mechanical Inftruments and Engines, the various 
Hypothefes of Aftronomers, the Parallaxes, AZagnitudes, Mo- 
sions and Diftances of the Planets; with feveral Curions Obfer- 
vations relating to the Heavenly Bodies; Mr. Newtons The- 
ory of the Moon, with a large account of Comets from the 
fame Author; the Nature and ufe of Opricks, Catopticks, Diop- 
ticks, with feveral. Methods for finding the Foc: of Glafles, 
the Dodtrine of the accelleration of Heavy Bodies, defcending, 
Geography, Mnfich, Be, ah pe 
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In Anatomy, he hath been very particular, giting a large 
account of all the Parts of a humane Body both Internal and 
External, with the Defcriptions of the Mufcles and Bones in 
a fair Plate, and under fuch general Words, as Blood, Cire 
culation, Bones, Heart, Ear, Eye, Arterjes, Veins, Bile, Lym- 
pha, Chilification, in all which he hath confulted the beft Au- 
thors you will find him very’ full and particular, 


He has infifted very largly upon Chym‘ffry, particularly ex. 
plaining the Principles of that Science, the Veflels thereunto 
belonging, and the degrees of Fire; and has omitted no ope- 
ration which he cou’d either meet with, or had a convenience 
of trying himfelf. 


In Architecture likewife, he has in a Plate given an explana-. 
tion of the five orders of Pillars; together with a full and 
clear account of the Nature and Rules of that Art, which is 
tobe met with under the Several Terms thereunto belong- 


ing. 


In Fortification, befides an Explanation of the whole Art 
under Proper Terms from the beft Authors in that kind, he 
hath alfo a new Plate witha defcription annexed, wherein 
all the Parts of a Fortify’d place are clearly feen at one 


View. , 


He hath defcribed the feveral parts of a Ship, both.in the 
Dock when Building, and when Rigg’d and under Sail at 
Sea, wherein he has been very accurate and Particular, for 
befides the helps of the beft DiGionarys in that kind, as. wel] 
as Draughts, Settions and Models, he affures us he hath often 
gone abroad himfelf to get a more ready and fure knowledge 
of this matter. ee | ey a 


In the Laws of Motion he is very large both. with refpett, 
to Uniform and accelerated Motions, hath determin’d the Laws 
both of Perfeétly hard and Elaftick Bodies, &c.. 


In Gunnery he hath given the Demonffrative, Rules and ) 
Methods for fhooting in great Gias and Mortars, from the 
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Theorems of the Learned Capt. Halley, and from Mr. Ander. 
fous Tables:. 7 , | 


He hath given us alfo the Do&rine of Mechanicks and Sta. 
ticks, and is very large in Alydroftaticks, giving an account 
of the Nature and Properties of Fluids Hydrottatically confi- 
der’d, determining them both experimentally and Mathenra, 
tically, and hath annexed a very accurate Tabie of the Spe. 
cifick gravity of different Bodiesfrom Mr. Boyle; Mr. Collins 
and his own Experiments. 


The Grand Phenomena of Nature he hath acconted for, from 
the beft Authors, as Gravitation from Mr. Newion, the Flux 
and Reflux of the Seafrom Capt. Hadley upon Mr. Newton’s Prin. 
ciples, and under fuch General Terms as Electricity, Magna. 
tifm, -Light, Colours Elafticity, Solidity, Volatility, Firmnefs, Heat, 
Cold, Wind, Snow, &c. you.have what is difcovered concerning 
the Nature and Properties of thofe Qualities from Experiments 
and Obfervation. ... 


The Phanomena.of the Rainbow, or Iris, he hath accouated 
for from the Learned and Ingenious Capt. Hailey, 


He hath given ‘an Account of Snomfrom Dr. Grew and of 
Ice from the French. | : 

As to Sound he hath collected all that he cou’d meet with, 
but. withal hints that that Quality is not fuficientty underftood, 
and wilhes it were a little better confider’d. , 


He is very full in his account of the Phenomenaand Proper- 
ties of the Air and Atmofphere, as its Gravity. Spring, or E- 
lafficity, &c. And likewife in his defcriptions of the ute of fuch 
inftrumentsas have been inveated to enable us to judge of them, 
as the Barometer, Thermometer, Hygrometer, &c. moft of which 
is from the Honourable Mr. Boyle and the Philofophicai. Tran/- 


actions. : 


In the Art of Botany, he hath been very large, piving an 
account of the feveral Kinds, and Subalternate Species of Plants, 
aad their Specifick. Differences, in which ic chiefly follows our 
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Excellent Botanift Mr. Ray; but hath confulted Mr. Tourne- 
fourty alfo Morrifan and other Writersoa.this Subjed. 


He has defcribed the Method of Calculating Automata,. or 
Clack and Watch Work, from Mr. Darbam. * And Explaia’d 
the Terms of Art ufed i it Painting and. Sculpture. 


He has given a Table of Pefils from the Learned 1): 
ward, and aScheme of Metals and Stones from Bifhu; 
Real Character. 


‘He has alfo given us from Dr. Woodward a very large eccount 
of Vegilation confirm’d by very accurate Experiments and iQ! a. 
fervations, from al) which, that matter feemhsto be fet ia @ 


betrer light than it hath ever yet appeared in. 


In Hiftory and Chronology, tie has given. what properly be-- 
longs to them as rts, as an account “of the C:vil Computation 
of Time; the Original and Reduftion one to.another, of. the 

+ feveral Era’s, Epocha’s, Periads, cc. 


In Heraldry he has given the entire Art of Blazoning and: 


Marfhaliing a "Coat of Arms, and Explain’d. all the. Or dinarie sy 
Charges, Bearings, Gc. by Figures. 


As to thofe Mathematical and Philofep hical Inffruments which: 
are more peculiarly Servicieable to Maukind fach as Ouadrants, 


Telefcopes, Microfcopes, Barofcopes, Hygrofcopes, ‘Air-Pumps, OCs. 
he is: very large and particular, 


In the Law Part, he tells us he corfulted the beft Books and: 
Diftionaries that. he cou’d meet with,. and took from. thence 
what he thought fit for his purpofe, and then had it Revifed. 
by an-eminent Hand in that Profeflion, fo that it is,not to. 
be doubted, but that Partis very well done. 


Having thus in the General accounted for the whole, by which. 
you may at one View feethe Nature of our Authors Undertak- 
lng ; Give us Leave,as was premifed to produce to you fome. la- 
ftances out of the Lexicon ft felf, in order to fhew how much» 
the World ftands indebted to him. te 
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The firft Inftance we fhall- Mention is the Article ETHER. 
Under this Head our Author obferves that Dr. Hook Microgr. 
p. 13. callsthe eAirher that Medium, or Fluid Body in which 
all other Bodies do'as it were fwim and move. ‘* But this, Mr. 
“ Harristells us, feems to him to favour the Cartefian Do@trine 
* ofan Abfolute Plenum, which by. many. Infallible Reafons and 
*‘ Experiments is proved to‘be impoffible. . As therefore we 
** call the Medium in which we breath and Live, the Air, by 
“ which we underftand an Elaftical Fluid Body, either having 
“its very large Inter{tices devoid of all Matter, or elfe filled 
“* in part with a Fluid, which is very eafily mov’d out of them 
*“ by Comperflion, and which readily returns into them again 
*¢ when that Comperffion is taken off: So ( adds our Author ) 
“‘ we agree to call that floer Fluid Body, if it be a body, wich 
“* is extended round our Air and Atmofphere, above it, and 
“* beyond it, upto the Planets, or to an Indefinite diftance; 
“' This, fays he, we call the Atther, tho’ what we mean by 
“that Word, wefcarce well underftand: For that. therecan . 
“ be no Fluids, whofe part do refift the Motions of Bodies thro’ 
‘* them (as our Air doth ) in the Planetary Regions, we are 
“* certain almoft toa Demonftration ; becaufe the Motion of 
‘“* the Heavenly Bodies is by no means impeded or altered by, 
“* any fuch refiftance, but they move as freely as if they were 
“© in an abfolute Void. But that which is often meant. (fays 
“he ) by the Word Ether or Athereal matter, isa very fine, 
“thin, Diaphorous Fluid, which fome will have to furround: 
“* the Earth up to as far as the Interftellary World, and which: 
“ eafily peneivates and runs thro’ all things, and lets all things 
“ run aséafily thro’ it. | 


He gives us a very Curious Defcription of the Air-pump, 
an Inftrument to exhauft the Air out of proper. Veflels, in-- 
vented by the Ingenious, and never to be forgotten Mr. Bayle 5 
to which he has annexed feveral Copper plates reprefenting 
the figure of thofe Air-pumps, with that. of Mr. Hawhsbees 
Barometer, rifing and falling 60 Inches. | 


On the Word Algebra an Analytick Art, (an Art belov’d 
by our Ingenious Mr. Harris) he has beftowed a very bares 
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and Learned Article, too large to be inferted in this Journal, 
and fhall only give you his Definition of that Term. _‘* Alge- 
‘* bra (fays he ) is the wonderful Analytick Art, or the Art of 
** Equation; In. Arabick it is call’d, He-giabr Wal-mokabala, 
“from the former of which Words we call it Algebra; and 
** it may. be rendred, either, the Art of Reftitution’aad Com- 
“ parifon, or the Art of Refolution and Equation. Lucas de 
* Burgo (adds he ) the moft Ancient European Writer of  Al- 
“* gebra: we have. defines it . Ref aurationis ‘im 0: pofitionts 
“Regula. ho’ stalians give it the Name of Regula Reis & 
““Cenfus; that isthe Rule of the Rootand the Square, becaufe 
** they call the Root Reis, and the Squaré Cenfis, Cc. 


Under the Head of Anchor of a Ship, he tells us, that it is 


a thing as well known as the Ship it felf, and alfo its\ufe, but . 
the Terms of Art ufed at Sea about its feveral parts, Kinds and. 


Ufes areas followeth. The.parts of an Anchor are (1. ) ** The: 


“* Ring, into which the Cable is faftened, (2:) The Beam or 
“* Shank, which isthe Longeft part of the’ Anchor, { 3.) The 
“ Arm, which is that which rans down ifto the Ground, at 
“ the end of which is (4.) The Flouk or Fluke, by fome called 
“‘ the Palm, being that broad and pecked part, with its barbs 
“ like an Arrowhead, which faftens into’ the Ground, (4. ) 
“* The Stock, a peice of Wood-faftened unto the Beam near the 
“ Ring, ferving to\Guide the Fluke, fothat it may fall right and 
* fixinto the Grottad. ‘There are three kinds of Anchors, the 
“* Kedger, the Grapnel, and the Stream Anchor. ( Which fee 
“under thefe Words. ) The Anchors a board a Man of War 
“are, the Firft, fecond and third Anchors, and two of which 


te 


*¢ being alway Carryed at the Bow of the Ship, are therefore: 


*¢ called the firft and fecond Bower ; the other whieh is the lar- 


““ eft of all's Called’ the Sheet Anchor, and is theit utmoft~ 
“* Refuge, when ita great ftrefsof Weather, they are forced. 


‘© to Ride on a Sea-fhore. When the Cable is perpendicular: 


“ between the Hawfe and the Anchor, the Anchor is then {aid . 


“* to be a-peek. When the Anchor hangs right up and down by: 
** the Ship fide,it is faid to be a Cock-bell, upon the Ships come- 


“ing to Anchor. To put aa Anchor down into the Sea, io. 


** Order to make the Ship: ae called: lettiag fall or drop- 
“ing the Anchor: They fay a aly ) 
“*turning about of the Ship, the Cable is hitch’d about the 


‘Anchor is foul, when by the 


“ Flukes. 





Apres ds constteatl cetelaei eens 
ures aan Pion 
aa ge ae ee sessed 


SERS LENA. ANOMORE SS ae 


ier ye : 
et 


$52 The owks of the Learnen, 

“ Fluke. An Anchor is faid to come home when it cannot 
“hold the Ship, but that She drives away by the Violence of 
“* the Wind or Tide. To$hooe an Anchor, is to put boards 
‘formed and fitted for that purpofe upon the Flukes, that 
“ the Anchor, may the better hold tn foft Ground, The Shank 
“ ofan Anchor is to be threetimes the length of one of its Flukes, 


“and a Ship of 500 Tun, hath her Sheet Anchor of 2005 


‘“Wheight; and fo proportionable for others findfler or 
ct 
greater. 


Another loftaace, and which fhall be the laft we fhall give 
at prefeut, isa fhort account of what he fays with Refpe& to 
the Barometer.. “This he tells us, is an Inftrument far efti- 
“* mating the Minute Variations of the Weight or Preffire of 
“che Incumbent Air, confifting of a long Tube of Glafs, Her- 
** metically Seal’d at one Ead, and. being filled with Quickfil- 
** ver ( according to the Torricelian Experiments ) is inverted, 
“* fo as to have the open End of it immerfed in Stagnant Quick- 
“ filver, contained ia-a larger Glafg under it; and expofedto 
“the preflure of the outward Air; Out of which open End, 
**¢ after fuch Immeérfion ) the Quickfilver in the Tube being 
‘* fuffered to run as much as it will, into the Stagnant Quick- 
“ filver, ia which that Mouth or open End isimmers’d, there 
**is wont to remaia a Cylinder of, Quickfilver fafpended in the 
“ Tube, about 28, 29, or 30 Inches high ; meafuring fromthe 
“* Surface of the Stagnant Quickfilver perpendicularly ; but 
** more orlefs withia fuch. Limits, according as the Weight or 


* Preflure of the Air incumbent on the external Stagnanr 


“¢ Quickfilver, expofed.to it, is greater or Jefler, leaving the 
“* Upper part of the Dube void, or at leaft empty of Common 
‘© Air. Next to this he prefents us with Dr, ‘Ateok’s; Contri- 
vance to eniarge the Divifions of the Barometer ia any given 
proportion, with the Ufe and Advantages of. this In{trument, 
and then Treats particularly and largely of the Wheel Baro- 
meter, aad Marthe Barometer, both which Inftruments were 
contrived by Dr. “Hook | : | 


Bat it would. be endiefs to enlarge any farther, or to give 
you any more Inftances,, fince by the few we have preduced, 
you may perceive the Accuraténefs.of this performance. Let 
it be only obferved that the whole Lexicon is ones with 

chemes 
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‘Schemes and Figures, ferving, to. Illuftrate. upon, occafon the 
moft material Things contained therein. : 


It cannot reafonably be expetted that a Work of this Na- 
ture fhould upon its firft Publication, be compleatly perfeét ia 
allits parts. This the Induftrious Author himfelf does not pre- 
tend to, fince in the very clofe of his Preface, he ingenuoufly 
own’sit, when he fays, ** That whatever Alterations, Amend- 
* ments, Improvements and Additions fhall be hereafter, as 
“ he queltions but that time will produce many of the latter 
© fort, if God pleafe to Blefs him with Health and Leifure; 
* thefe fhall all be Priated ina Volume by themfelves, and fo 
by no means be prejudicial to the firft Impreflion. 





A Defence of Moderate Nonconformity. In Anfwer to the Refletti- 
ons of Mr. Olyffe, and Adr. Hoadly, one the Tenth Chapter of 
the Abridgment of the Life of the Reverend Mr. Richard Bax- 
ter, Part il. With a Poftfcript containing an Anfwer to Mr, 
Hoadly’s Serious Admonition, &c. By Edm. Calamy EF, F. 
and N. London, Printed for Tho. Parkhurft, Jon, Robinfon, 


and |. Lawrence, 1704. 8vo. p. 414. 


Aving in our laft given fome Account of Mr: Calamyes 
Second Part of his Defence of Moderate Nonconformi- 

ty, we fhall now proceed to what remains in.it unaccounted 
for. We fuppofed ( and we find our Suppofition; to be true 3 
that what we offered ia our laft would offend fome of, Mr. Cala 
my’s Friends ; but the Geatleman who drew up.that pare of the 
Journal, publickly declares, that he defigned no Perfonal Af- 
front to Mr. Calamy or his Party, but that he could not for- 
bear making that Remark in the beginning of his Account, 
on purpofe to bring the Controvertifts of what fide foever, to 
that Temper and Moderation in their Difpute ; to which they | 
all at leaft pretend. And whereas.fome think Mr. Calamyhas 
not called his Antagonifts Pofitive, Uncharitable, Angry Gentle- 
men, &c. We fhall for our own Juftification, aad tor the Sa- 
tisfation of the Publick, according to our promife, point out 


at the End of this Article, the very Page, whereia thofe Fic- 
Aaaa les 
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les: are beftowed! upon one or both, Mr. Calamyes Opponents 
and if occafion fo requires, we fhall infert the paffages at large. 
Thys much we thonght fic to fay in our own Vindication. Les 
us Now come fo the Sections that we have not toucht upon, 


In the feventh Seétion therefore of the Tenth Chapter of the 
Abridgment, Mr. Calamy tells us, that'the Affent and Confent 
and Sub{cription required of Minifters, oblige them foSign th 
Infants iq the Adiminiftratton of Biptitin, with the. Pranfiene 
Sign of the Crofs, aad to deny Baptifin to the Chitdted, of fuch, 
as refufe it. ae eT 


Under this Article, Mr. Calamy among other things informs 
us, °° That, as for afing the Sign of the Crofs, in Paptifim, fome 
““ were mucitmore agajnft 1c than others: Burif the Genera- 
“ jity of the Silenced Minifters regarded if as a Sacrament, 
** Superadded to.that which our Blefled Lord had Infticuted. 
“for there is‘ (adds he) an onward Visible Sign, atranfient b 
“* mage of a Crof/s, made by one that aé¢teth asa Minifter cf 
““Chrift, and received in the Forehead by the Baptiz’d: The 
“Thing Signify’d, 1s both the Work of Redemptioa purchaf- 
“'ing Grace, and'‘the Grace given as the Fruit of that purchafe. 
For the proofiof this Affertion, lie ‘Cites ‘the 30th Canon of 
the Church of Exglend, and: the’ Words ufed in the Common 
Prayer Book, at the Signing the Child with the Sign of the 
Crofs. Aftér this he goes on, and fays, ‘‘ So’ that the thing 
“-fignified, is Chrrift Crucified, with the Benefits of his Crofs: 
“tand the Image of the CrofS is appointed’ to Work this Grace, 
‘“ by way of exciting Signification, and itis exprefly made 
“Mans convenanting Sign, by which he binds himélf to Fidelity; 
“* engaging, that be will vot Be afvam’ dito confe/s the Fath of Chrift 
“Crucified, &c. All Covenant Duty that is required’ oa Mai’s 
‘“* pare is hereby promifed, and the Canon Declares, it is a De- 
“+ dicating Sign; {fo that it feemeth a Sacrament of Man’s, added 
“= “to thatof Chrift. | | bp 


With refpe& to what Mr. Oy;7¢ has faid on this point, our 
Author is pleas’d to'obferve, that he has the fame way to evade 
the Obligation a to conftant Ufe of the CrofS,as forGod-Fathers 
and. God-Mothers,. he will not believe that he is oblig’d. To 
this Mr. Galamy urges: the Letter of the Law, as in the ae of 

; Nie 
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Uniformity, which he fays aims at Obliging al foi a Confor- 

mity, to the. Rites: aad Ceremonies of the Churcli, as welb as 

to the Ufe of the Forms inj the Liturgy’; and therefore that Af- 

fea and Confent is to Rites’ agd Gqrtndnam, as well as. to 
orms. 104 


As to Mr. Avadly, our Author’ fays, that we-have not a 
Word. from him. as to any juch Liberty, as Mr’ Olbfe pleads 
for, to omit the Sign, of the Crof/s, wpon any-occafion, not par- 
ticularly Specified.in the Liturgy; and as for the Impofing it, 
he Treats not of it Dittinaly; yet he alfo chinks: figtd candider 

the Objections advane’d. After Mr. Calamy has Confidered and 
Refuted (ashe thinks) Mr. #’s plea for the Ufe of the: Sign 
of the Crofs in Baptifm, upon the who Matter, he concludes 
with» thefe Words; “* Tho? ( fays he) Ldon’t think the Gontro- 
“ very ahout this Ceremony, whether, it isoOf a Sacramental 
*« Nature or not, to be of that) Importance:as many have done, 
“on cicheride; yet [think istiewarrantablyimpofed., “tcdan- 
“not, | mufh centefs, look upon itvag any other than a\Weak- 

* nefs to lay any great fiyels on the Ufe of thé Siguiof-the Crofs ; 
When Learned. Men cannot. to this Day agree inthe true and 
be * proper ,Foum of the. Crois: » Aad sho?s(addste )b-wea’e 

“ ceature, thafe that ufe ity yet! Ifo fanithalt upon my! kaberty, 

“which | know:No Mortal thatbasiBowet to debarth of ’) 
iz as I could nat fatisie my felf! to ‘come winder wh ‘Obligation 
“ ftatedly to ufe-it, For tho* ‘(as be goes.on )iliwoh’tfaytis 
“to all unlawful tonfe j it, yet to deny ‘Baptifm tolnfants;whofe 
<‘ Parents fcruple it, isan unfpeakable Hardhhip..:: «6 | “em 


_ From this; Head Mr, Calamy pafleson tocar bacediIShe 
Article of Kneeling atthe Commmnion, Andhere hec‘tcites thd 
Eighth Sedion of his, Tenth Chafiter;, and chen confidersmoars 
particularly Mr. Olbffe’s Rhea’ fort that Ufage, with whet Mr 
Hoadly fays about it. Upom thei Whole: Mr. Calamyritelis us; 
“ That his Own Senfe of this Matter, in fhort, is this. The 
“ Pofturein the Commudion he takesitor ati Iadifferéne T iting, 

ad v) Phat he kaows of -no:\Diwine Warraur avy cae ce}! 
“‘ gives, them Authority to lay fuck ftrefs ow anyodirward Cice 
scumitances: as totrefufe to admit :thofs .tbithe Comnfunions 
“who refufe to.comply withit::.:And therefore thanitha’ ave 
ad he thould rather Kneely, thaw live-whatlpahichout the: = 
Aaaa 2 up- 
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“Supper, if he could not have it otherwife ; yet that if he 
‘can help it, he fhall think himfelf oblig’d to be cautious of 
‘© any A@tion that may be liable to be interpreted as an owns 
“ing fuch an Authority. And tho’ (continues he) ifa Seri- 
“‘ous Chriftian fhould prefer Kneeling before any Pofture, he 
** knows not by what Authority he could prohibit it; yet to: 
“* confine himfelf to adminifter the Ordinance to none: but 
*t Kneelers, he cannotagree to it: Becaufe it is an Encroach- 
‘¢ ment upon Men’s Confciences, and an undue Confinement of 
“Can Ordinance, which our Lord'‘has left free, and open to all 
‘* his Followers. | 


The Ninth Seétion of the fame Chapter, recited by our Au- 
thor, treats of the Allowance and Approbation of this Affer- 
tion, That Bifhops, Priefts, and Deacons, are three difting 
Orders. in the Church, by Divine Appointment, and for the: 
proof of this, is cited the Affertion in the Book of Ordination, 
“* Now ( fays he among other things ) many of the Ejected Mi- 
“ nifters were Confciencious to themfelves, that they had dili- 
‘ sently read the Scriptures, and confulted ancient Authors,. 
*¢ and yetthey could not: fee Evidence of Three Orders: and. 
“¢ Offices; and therefore to have yielded to that Declaration 
“and Subfcription, which would have imply’d the Contrary, 
“ had been Grofs Prevarication. Under this Head he is pleafed 
to: Confider Mr. Odyffe and Mr. Hoadlys Gloffes (as he terms. 
them )iand: fairly and ingenuoully tells us, that in this matter. 
he is entirely of the Mind of the Eje&ted Minifters. That how- _ 
ever, thus far he agrees, let ic be prow’d ( which we: hope © 
will be done by One, or Both his Opponents) that Bifhops,. 
Priefts and Deacons, from the time of the Apoftles, had the 
diftin&® Power, ‘now afliga’d them by the Church, and if any 
afterwards'Cavil about the Term that fhall be given them, and. - 
whether: they fhall: be called Three Orders, Offices, or Dee. 
grees,.they.are needlefly Litigious, | 


Inthe Tenth Saction Recited by Mr. Calamy, he fays, that 
befides. the forementiond there were other Things, which tho’ 
by fome poflibly lefs regarded than the Former, were yet fuch. 
as the Ejected Minifters could not Affent and‘Confent to, with- 
out having Reafou aad Confcience fly in their Face. As for 
inftance, ia the firft place they could not Confent to sagragese’ | 
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all Saved, that’ are Buried, except the Unbaptiz’d, Excom- 
municate aad Self-Murderers. Upon this Head he triumphs: 
over his Adverfaries, and that we may do him juftice, and at 
the fame time juftifie our felves in part with refpect to the 
Remark found. fauit with ig our laft Journal, we beg leave to 
infert his own Words, as they are p. 219, 220. “* When E 
“ obferve : fayshe what is fuggefted by both my Amimad- 
“ verters upon this Head, I can’t forbear pitying thofe that are 
“inan ECCLESIASTICAL POUND * To me 
“ i¢ has an odd appearance to flud them boaft, that this they 
*“¢ can do, and there they are not oblig’d, and thus far they are 
& st liberty, and ! know not what; when all the while ’tis vi- 
‘“fible to all indifferent Standers by, that they are encompaffed 
* witha high Rail, which keeps them trom advancing one way 
“ or the other beyond Bounds, unlefs they climb-over the Rail, 
**( which will tempt the Lord of the Mannor to make it high- 
“er for the future ) or have the Door opened to let them out: 
But he that Loves a POUND, and applands it, and prefers is 
“ before Liberty, e’en let him have his choice, fay 1; but then 
“ sive me my Liberty, and not tempt me to renounce it, 
“to come and take part with him in his Pound. We might in- 
fert more of the like Nature,. but by this it may be feen what 
for of Anfwer Mr. Calamy gives to what Mr. QO. and Mr. #: 
offer in this point. 

Buc Secondly, in the next Section our Author informs: us 
that the Ejeéted Minifters could non confent toa fafe’Rule for 
finding out Eafter Day. And here he Confiders the Remaks 
made upon this Rule by Mr. Ollyffe and. Mr. Hoadly, as alfo 





% Abundance of Queftions might arife from Mr. Catamy’s Words, 
but we {hall only confine our felves to thefe two, (1.) Whether Wit- 
ticifm or an Affection of Allegories be any found Argument for the 
Supporting of any Canfe whatfoever. (2.) We. defice him to let us 
know, what be means by an ECCLESAASTICAL POUND, or 
ENCLOSURE, (as he afterwards terms it.) Let his Friends 
fay what they will, yer we are of Opinion, till better inform’ d, that 
thefe Expreffions are too. Focular and Loofe, and favours fomething 
of what he dare not Name. Whoever accounted the Church of 
Chrift a POUND, but thofe Headftrong Creatures, that would ob: 
kept within ne Bounds ? 

? thofe«: 
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thofe upon’ Mr: Wrights way to clear this Matter) as fert to 
him by a Friend. 8 


But we fhall not infift on this point, but pafs on to-the rath 
Se&tion, which treats of the publick Keading of Apocryphal 
Leffons ; to which it feems the EjeQed Minifters could not agree, 
becaufe of fuch fabulous Legends of Tobit and his Dog, Bell 
and the Dragon; Judith and Baruch, &c. Thefe, adds he, 
they found were not only to be Read wholly and intirely, 
Morning and Evening two Months together, but all of them 
onder the Notion and Title of Holy Scripture. ‘And here a- 
gain he confiders the Gloffes of Mr. Ollyfe and Mr. Moedly oa 
this Matter. With refpect to the firft of thefe Gentlemen, 
Mr. Calamy falls foul upon him. Mr. Odyffe had faid, 77s cow. 
mon in all Speech, for the leffer and meaner, to go under the Denomi. 
nation of the Greater and better part. This Anfwer, cur Author 
fays, favours not of that peculiar Refpeé& for the Holy Scrip- 
tures as he fhould have expeé&ted from a Man of Mr. O’s Cha- 
racter. This is Home Thruft, and feems to intimate as if 
Mr. Ollyffe was willing thatthe Apocrypha fhould be looked 
upon as part of the Holy Scriptures, and of equal Authority 
with the Canonical Books. We. leave the Perfon concerned 
to.juftifie himfelf from this Chargr. 


After that he comes to Mr. Hoadly, who: frankly tells us, 
he won't go againft his own Fudgment fo much, as to plead for the 
Retaining any one thing inthe publick Service that is juftly [ufpetted 
tobe fabulous. But yet-he requires; Js it xnlawful to read any 
Books in the Church, in which there are very many VUfeful and Exe 
cellent things, as well as fome few Relations fufpetted to be Fabulous? 
“* Favourably ftated. (fays Mr. Calamy in his jocutar Way) 
“I profefs. Why may not 1 as well give it a° different turn, 
“* and ftate it thus; and Does hethink it fitting, or for: the 
** Credit of our Sacred Records, ( for which ’tis hard to‘have 
“too high a Veneration.) that by:a fix’d Order for Reading 
“* the Holy Scriptures, Aprocryphal Books,in ‘whicl+ tho” there 
** arefome ufefuband valuable things, there are yet-fo many im- 
** pertinent and) Trifling, as wellas Notoriouily fabulous Re- 
*' lations, fhould: be: proferr’d ( as to the Reading for Leflons 
“* ia the publick Churches ).to fuch Books as are univerfally 
* owned to be Canonical ? Shonld thofe-Books Pert 3° 
: thas 
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“that oft pretend to fpeak in the Name of the Lord, while 
‘““thofe that penned them were real ftrdngers to Infpiration ; : 
“be preferred hetore Books owtied to be wiitten by Holy Mer, 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghoft. 


Next to this he goes on to complain, that not 2 fimall, but 
very Confiderable part of the eye Teftame: nt, Is Omitted to 
make-+oont for the ar eA nd iRere he hag beén at a- 


BRA deal of pains ft] fearcht fe our Kale: BSE allt pong 
out what ray, ee aid Books Rave been diicarded, to meke 
t " . le P fA -« Wor ‘i. , o ‘ “4 « ' - + | , r . 
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In the next SeGion Mr. Calamy ‘takes into Confideration, 
what his A ntagonifts advance in sare) ais ofthe Trautlition 
of the Pfalter. “In the fourtenth, he contiders what they have 
faid, with refpect to the Damnator ’ Cl: tufes of the Arh, en afiait 
Creed; and in the Pifteenth, what they fayas to the Neceflity of 
an se Confirmation to Admiffion to Communion. On 
Hefe ponits we fhall not re leaving our Reader to judge 


for himfelf whether our Anthor or his Adverfaries have the 
greater Reafon on their fide. 


We pafs on then to his Sixteenth Seftion of the Tenth Chap- 
ter of his Abridgment, which relates to the third ‘Term of 
Minifterial. Conformity, viz. the Oath of Canonical Obedi- 
ence, as obliging the Clergy to be ilatedly Subject to the Ca- 
nons. With the Oath, ic feems, the Bjec ted Minifters could 
not ¢omply tor this Realon, : among the reft, viz. “ Becaule, as 

“all Obedience hath an’ Effevitial Relation to. the’ Laws and. 
‘* Mandates of thofe whom Peérions aie bound to obey, fo tie 
@ Canons of tie Church, fectled in its ieveral Refpective Con- 


" Vocations, are the St ated Laws. of the Eccletafttcal aver H- 
$ es 
' mens: 
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“¢ And therefore the Oath of Canonical Obedience, which hath 
*¢ a Reference to thefe Stated Laws and Canons of the Church 

“ appeared to the Ejeéted Minifters, to carry in-ita plain O- 
*t bligation to comply with them, and fubmit to them, in their 
“Stated Praétice, where they had not .a Difpenfation, And 
~~“ tho’ the Obedience, that is in this Cafe Sworn, be limited tg 
“ things Lawful and Honeft, yet it is evidently fuppofed and ta. 
“ken for granted, that the Canons which are in force do re- 
“quire no other thanfuch Things, without Leaving Perfons 
» “at Liberty, which Canons they’l! obey, and which they'll re-. 
““fule, ec 


Mr. Ollyffe is the firft Perfon our Author encounters with 
on this head, and here among other things, he obferves, That 
Af the Grammarians, and Lexicographers, and difinterefted Eccie- 
fiafticalWriters, might be allowed to determine the meaning of 
Canonical Obedience ; h® is paft doubt, they would defcribe it 
as an Obedience to a Spiritual Superior, according to the Canons of 
the Church. After this he taRes into Confideration Mr. Olyjfe’s 
Account of that Oath, and makes his Rem:rks upon it; con- 
fiders his Comparing it with the Oath of Abjuration, and with 
the Oath of the Freemen of London. Then he goeson to take 
off fome Abfurdities charged by Mr. O%ffe on his Notion of 
Canonical Obedience. As. (1 Jt would be an- equal b nding 
him that takes the Oath to all the Bifhops who are equaky eoncern’d 
in the Canons, whereas it only refpetts the B:fhops of the Dioce/s in 
which the Minifterslive. ” In Anfwerto this, Mr. Calamy tells 
** us, that heis here to feek for the Confequence. For why 
** ( fays he ) is he that Swears, he will obey the Bifhop of Lincoln 
** according to the Canons, obliged by that Oath to obey the 
“*Bifhop of London? (2.) A fecond Abfurdity charged-upon 
Mr. Calamy’s Notion of the Oath of Canonical Obedience, is 
this, Jt would not only bind Men tothe Canons of 1603. but to Mule 
titudes of othersin former National and Provincial Synods, which are 
fiill by the Act declared in force, fo far forth, as they are not cone 
trary tothe Laws of God, and the Realm: The like may be [aid of 
the Canons of General Councils, at leaft of them that are own'd in 
the Land. It would require ten Years Study of the Canon Law, to 
have any tolerable acquaintance with the Laws, that he would {up- 
pofe us Sworn to. This, replies our Author, it muft be own’d 
is hard, but the hardfhip arifes from the Nature of the Con- 

: ftitution, 
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Conftitution and not from the Explication oppofed. ( 3.) A- 
nother Abfurdity raifed by Mr. Odyffe is this, That to fup- 
ofe the Oath of Canonical Obedience to refer to the Canons, would 

e torender the Limitation in the Oath ufele{s and Ridiculous, when 

itis Sworn they will obey in all things Lawful and Hone, But 
where the “Confequence of this lies, our Author declares he 

cannot defcern, For ( fays he) fuppofing there are feveral 
things in the Ancient Canons, that are ftill*in force, provi- 
ded not repugnant to the Laws of the Realm, which yet are 
neither Lawful nor Honeft, and that many that take this Oath 
may be of that mind, he cant fee how that Limitation can be 


ufelefg and ridiculous. 


Upon the whole, Mr. Ca/amy informs us, that Mr. Ollyffe 
fays, the Utmoft that can be meant by the Oath of Canonical 
' Obedience lies in thefe two things. (1.) Jn paying a Regular 
and Legal Obedience tothe Orders of the Bifhop of the Dioce/s, as 
ar forth, asthey are judg’d agreeable tothe Laws of God, and the 
Realm. ( 2.) That if any thing is commanded, that Preffes on the 
Confcience, and a Relaxation cannot be gained by Petition, there 
[ball be a patient Submiffion to the penalty. In anfwer to this 
Mr. Calamy fays, ( 1.) That he can by no means grant, that 
CanonicaLand Legal Obedience is all one. ( 2.) That if thofe 
who take this Oath, Swear to pay Obedience to the Commands 
of the Bifhop of the Diocefs, as far as they are agreeable to 
the Laws of the Land; and if ( as Bifhop S:iMingfleet over and 
over aflerts ) the ancient provincial Conftitutions, as well as 
Modern Canons, that are not repugnatn to the Law of England 
are to be be efteemed Laws of the Realm; then they in effe& 
by taking this Oath Swear, that they will obey the Bifhop ac- 
cording to the Canons, which is the very thing oppofed. (3.) 
And Laftly, That as for a patient Submiflion to the Penalty, 
he thinks Mr. Odyffe is too hard to make it a part of the Oath: 
And he believes he would be of that Mind himfelf,if he fhould 
ever come to bein the uahappy Circumftances a Clergy Man 
wasin, not many Years fince; of falling under Ecclefiaftical 
Cenfure for refuling to give the Sacrament to a notorioufly loofe 


and {candalous Perfon. 
Bbbb ee Hav- 
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Having done with Mr. Ollyffe, our Author cannot leave Mr, 
Hoadly withou giving him a parting Blow. That Gentleman, 
it feems, charges Mr. Calamy with two Miftakes in the very. 
drawing up of the Arxticic. ( i.) In inferting thofe Worgs 
L according to the Canons of the Church ] which are not in the 
Oath. This our,Author grants, but at the fame time informs 
us, that the Word Canonical does not imply as much, it fhould 
have been evidenced, to prove the Miftake upon him. ( 2.) 
Mr. Hoadly fays, that Mr. Calamy {peaks, as if no one could 
be ordained in the Church of England, without taking the Oath 
of Canonical Obedience, which is not true, cc. To this our. 
Author replies: That Perfons were obliged'to take the Oath. 
of Canonical Obedience, at the time of their Ordination, he 
never thought of, much lefc affirm’d : And on the other hand, 
that no Bifhop can juftifie the Ordaining without a Title, which 
Title implies an Obligation to.take the Oattr to the Bifhop, in 
whofe Diocefs it lies ; he fuppofes Mr. Hoadly will not confent. 
And therefore (adds Mr. Calamy) to taik of Miniftring ia this 
Church, as far as he could: without taking this Oath, rather 
than Divide Communion. of Chriftians, is only to entice Per- 
fons into the Church witha Profpe& of what they cannot reach;, ° 
in hopes when they are once in, they may. be perfwaded to be 
fatisfied to do as their Neighbours. A.very Charitable Re- 
feGtion this of Mr. Calamy. 


After this he proceeds to take into Confideration Mr. Hoad- 
ly’s Senfe of this Matter ; and finding (as he is pleafed to fay ) 
that both He and Mr. O,ffe are a littte confufed about it, with-. 
out attempting to. trace things to. their firft. Rife.and Founda- 
tion, which would give a great:deal of Light, and prevent: 
many Debates; he ventures to give us an Hiftorical Account: — 
of the Oath of Canonical Obedience, fince.its firft Eatrance: 
into the Church, down to the prefent Time. He fhall not 
( he tells us p. 297°) confine himfelf to the Oath of Presbyters 
to their Bifhops, but fhall, take inthe Oath of: Bifhops to their 
Metropolitans, and of Metropolitans to the Pope; which all 
ftand-upor alike Foundation, and havg brought.in an latole- 
rable Servitude into the Church, where-Freedom was intended: 

. to.be fecur’d and preferv’d..” In the firft and pureft Ages of 
“the Church; (fays Mr. Calan which we leave him to prove ): 


~—- 
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‘tif a Man upon Examination appear’d qualify’d as the Apo- 
* ftolical Rule required, and his Labours were defired by a 
“¢ Society of Chriftians, he was freely ordain’d by the Succeflors 
“of the Apoftles, without coming under any Bond or Obliga- 
“ tion,faving a promife to fulfil the Miniftry committed to him, 
“‘ with Fidelity, Diligence and Care: The infifting on which 
** promife is fufficiently Warranted by the Sacred Scripture. 
“ But (adds he) in the Times which fucceeded, divers Here- 
“ fies ftarting upin the Church, it grew Cuftomary for Perfons 
“upon their Admiflion into the Miniftry, to Sub{cribe to the 
‘* Confeffion of Faith of the Council of Nice, and the three fol- 
** lowing Councils, touching the Divinity of the Holy Ghoft, 
‘“‘and touching the two Natures of Jefus Chrift, and other 
* Controverted Matters. s 


It would be too tedious to trace our Author through the 
Remaining part of this Treatife, for let his Learning be never 
fo extenfive, of which he has given us fufficient Inftances both 
in this and the former part ; yet we muft with Submiffion crave 
leave to fay, that his Learned Citations have carryed him into 
a Maze, out of which, if his Antagonifts pleafe to oppofe hin, 
he will find it a hard Matter to extricate himfelf during his 
Life. Nay ’tis certain that this Controverfie will never be 
over fo long as Perfonal Reflections, with a little Semblance 


of Argument continues. 


And now after this large account which we have given of 
Mr. Calamy’s extraordinary performance, it lies upon us ac- 
cording to promife, to juftifie our felves in ’Charging him 
with giving his Antagonifts the Epithets, of pofitive, Angry 
and Uncharitable Gentlemen, ec. And here todo Mr. Calamy 
and his Friends all the Juftice Imaginable, we fhall quote the 
very Pageand Paflage wherein thofe Terms are ufed, without 
mentioning any other paflage of the like Nature, which have 
occurred to us upon a Review of his Treatife. © | 


As to the Epithet Pofilive, we beg our Reader for his fatis~ 
faction to perufe the 116th Page, and therein he will find 
Mr. Calamy refleting upon Mr. Hoadly’s Senfe of the Affent 


and Confent, in thefe Words. “ This is indeed veray POSI- 
Bbbb 2 TIVE: 
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“TIVE: But let us fufpend our Cenfure till the bape: is 
“‘ Canvaft, which he thinks is. but an equitable Demand. 


As to theterm Angry ’tis often to be met with in our Au- 
thors Difcourfe, but more particularly. p. 129. Speaking of 
Dr. Swadlin’s Opinion about the Book of Common-prayer, 
and telling us that Mr. Hoadlyfays, That fuch Stories tend to vi- 
lifie and Ridicule the Common-prayer Book, and to fet us at an irre 
concileable Diftance from one another: We adds, “ But why fo. 
“6 Angry Gentlemen? If the DoGtor was in a Manner Diltracted, 
“ ] hope it can’t be laid upon me. 


It would be too invidious a Task, and fuch as we cannot 
rétith at prefent, to ranfack Mr. Ca/amy’s Book for the other 
Chara@ters which he is pleafed to give tothe Gentlemen his 
Opponents. Let it foffice to remark that he is at every Turn 
very {mart and pleafant upon them ; and that he gives them no 
Quarter. 





The Preacher. 4 Difcourfe (hewing, what are the Particular Off- 
ces and Employments of thofe of that Charatter in the Church. 
With a free Cenfure of the moft Common Failings and Mifcar- 
riages of Perfonsin that Sacred Employment. To which is added 
a Catalogue of fome Authours, whe may be beneficial to Young 
Preachers and Students in Divinity. _ By John Edwards, D. D. 
London Printed for J. Robinfon, J. Lawrence, and J. Wyat,. 
170§. 8VO, pag. 357. . ye ME) 

E are already beholden to the: Learned and Reverend’ 
Y- Author of this Treatife, for feveral other Pieces, of 
fome of which we have formerly given.an account. As to the: 
Work now before us, the Defignof it ( as hinted:in the Title. 
Page ) feems to be extraordinary and of fingular Ufe. To the 
whole is prefixed a large Preface addreffed to his Reverend 
Bretheren, of the Clergy; whereja, among other things, he 
tells. them that he has infifted more particularly on. the Do- 
Grines which he ge on a. Preacher of the _Gofpel is indifpen- 
{ably obliged: to Inftru& his.People in;.fuch Doétrines,.he 

| means; 
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means, aS are contained in the Articles and Homilies of the 
Church, whictrin the main agree with the Confeflion of Faith 
of gather Reformed Churches. ‘‘ That none of us ( adds he ). 
6 may be-enclined to vary from the Standard, that.we may not 
“revolt and degenerate from the Principles and Doétrines of 
“ our Church, which fhe received from the Holy Scriptures, is 
“ his Defign in particularly mentioning them in the Enfuing 
* Book, and propounding them to his Bretheren as the deferv- 
* ed. Subjects of their Difcourfes from the Pulpit. 


And therefore in the Preface he takes. occafion to offer the 
Reafons which induced him to take Notice of the Faultinefs of 
thofe Preachers, who fhail at any neglect or pervert thofe Do- 
&rines. (1.) Becaufe fuch a praétice is a Reflection en the 
Reformation. ( 2.) That hereby we difparage not only the 
Reformation. and Proteftant Religion, but more particularly 
that Church of which we have the Honour to be Members——. 
For this ( fasy the Dr. ) is a firm Propofition, that they who 
adhere to the Remonftrants Opinions, abandon the Doétrine of 
the Church of Exgland, and confequently refufe to pay that 
Honour which is due from them to her. ( 3.) Becaufe fuch a: 
practice refle@s on Religion it felf, and the Sacred Writ on: 
which it is Founded, and by which it is fupported. ( 4. ) Be- 
caufe it.is more particularly an Impeachment of our Integrity 
and Stedfaftnefs. If any of us thus alter with the Times, 
and Swap our old Opinions for new ones, how ( fays he ) thall 
we account for our Sincerity and Conftancy ? If we thus wheel 
about,.whatis the World to expect of us. afterwards ? ( 5.) 
Becaufe this Declenfion of fome of us in our Doftrines is a Re- 
flection on our Prudence and Self-management :. We fhew. our 
felves. to be very, weak and {oft in fuffering’ our felves to be 
tied down to other,Mens Tedders, and in tamely conforming 
our felves to their Words and Sentiments. 


. Having, given fome Account of the-Principles and Doétrines 
which the enfuing Difcourfe. mentions, ‘and at the fame fhewed~ 
how Reafonable it is that we fhould own and aflert them ; he 
goes on in the Preface to account for the other parts of. his. 
Treatife : But without inMfting any farther upon that; let us~ 
come. to the Book it felf, i 





. 


Bus . 





566 The Works of the Learnen, 


But here it muft not be expected, that we fhould give you 
an entire Extract of it, fince neither the Nature of the Work, 
nor our Time at prefent will admit of it. We fhall then on. 
ly prefent you with a View of fome part of it, and what re. 
mains unaccounted for, fhall be treated of in our next. 


In the very beginning, he informs us that there are other 
parts of the Paftoral Office befides Preaching, fuch as ufing the 
publick and ftated Prayers of the Church, Catechizing the 
Youth, Adminiftring the Sacraments, and vifiting the Sick, @c. 
But ftill he maintains that Preaching is the moft Eminent part 
of a Clergy-man’s Duty, which he tells us is attefted by Scrip- 
ture, by the ancient Fathers, by thofe of the Roman Commn- 
nion, and the Great Lights of the Reformed Churches. Next 
of all Dr. Edwards takes notice that this Office of Preaching 
is difparaged and vilified by the Racovians, by Epifcepius, and 
by Mr. Hobbes, the profound Reafonings of the laft againft it, 
he fully refutes, and then proceeds to confider what Dr. Wake 
faith on this occafion. 


But whatever high Opinion the Dr. may have of the Office 
of Preaching, yet he does nét pretend thereby to exclude the 
Prayers of the Church. And here he takes an occafion of — 
comparing the Offices of Preaching and Praying together, and 
of fhewing their peculiar Excellencies, and how and in what 
Senfe one may be faid to be preferable tothe other. After 
this Doétor evinces that Preaching is as neceflary now as in- 
the Primitive times of the Gofpel; that, as it isa Perfonal A& 
and Performance, it exceeds all other Employments of the Cler- 
gy ; thatit was preferr’d by the Apoftles to Works of Charity, 
and Almfdeeds ; and that it is more efpecially defigned, and in 
it felf fittede for the Converfion of Men. 


Having premifed thefe, and feveral other Particulars, our 
Author enters upoar the main bufinefs, which is to fhew how 
this Sacred Office is to be manag’d ; and to offer particular 
Rules and Meafures for that purpof@«* And here tells us, that 
the whole of his Enquiry will comprize in it thefe two things, 
( 1.) The Matter and Subftance, (2.) The Manner and Cir- 
cumftances of Preaching. * HW 

e 
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He begins with the firft, which is the Foundation of all, 
the -Matter and Subftance of this Important Task: For ( fays 
he ) if we fail here, it will bein vain to difcourfe of the Man- 
ner and Circumftances of it. , 


Inthe firft place then he informs us, That it is an abfolute 
Ingredient ima Preacher’s Charaéter, that in the courfe of his 
Preaching he acquaints his Hearers with the neceffary Truths 
and Doétrines of Religion : And that his firft Bufinefs is to 
fet Men right as to their Notions. Under this Head ovr At- 
thor particularly obferves, That itis, (1.)a neceflary Task 
incumbent on a Preacher to confute Error, according to: the 
Example of our Saviour and his Apoftles, and of the Pious Fa- 
thers and Teachers of the. Primitive Ages. (2.) That he muft 
affert and Vindicate the Reformed Religion, againft the Cor- 
. ruptions and Superftitions of the Roman Church. (3.) That: 
he muft fhew that the Popifh Do¢trines are. Deviatioas from: 
the Holy Scriptures. 


Next of*all, under the fame Head, he fays, That there are 
other Falfhoods and Errors which we are to grapple with, viz.- 
thofe of Socinus, the Remoffrants, the Scepticks, Enthufiafts, 
Deifts, Athifts: That thefe Lattér feem not ever to have been: 
fo much in earneft asin thefe Times; and therefore we ought 
the more earneftly to fer our felvesagainft them-and their Er-- 


Tors. 


But we muff not pafs over the brief Enumeration he has made 
of the neceflary Points and Doérines of the Chriftian Religi- 
on, which ought the rather to be Preach’d, becaufe by fome. 
they are notoriovily negle&ted. Of this nature he reckons,,. 
(1.) The Doétrine of the Divine. Decrees 5 the Doctrine of 
Eternal EleGion ; and that of Original Sin. ( 2.) The great and» 
Glorious Doétrine of our Recovery by Chrift Jefus, and the. 
Methods of it..(3..) The great Benefits and Advantages 
which flow from thofe meritorious Undertakings, and which: 
are Actually conferred on all the Eleét; fach as are’ Effc- 
étual. Vocation, Regeneration, Forgivenefs of Sias thro’. 
the Blood of Jefus,. Imputation of his- Righteoufaels, jo- 


Rtification, Efficacious Enlightning and. Affiftance of ayy ore f 
piris;, , 





568 Che Works of the Learnen, 


Spirit, Adoption, Spiritual Freedom, Peace of Confcience: 
Accefs to the Throne of Grace, Communion with the Spirit: 
Perfeverance, together with the privileges appertaining to the 
next Life, viz. the Refurre@tion of the Body, and Eternal 
Glory and Happinefs. (4. ) The particular Do&rines and Dif. 
coveries concerning our Duty, fuch as concerning the Nature 
of Faith ; the Nature and Defign of the two Sacraments; the 
true Principle and Spring of all our Religious A@ions, ec. 
viz. that they flow from a$incere Heart and Love to God: 
As alfo concerning the tri@ End, weareto aim at in ail our 
Undertakings, to wit the Glory of God. 


After this Eaumeration of the partichlar Points or DoGrines 
to be Preached up, he very warmly and {martly inveighs a- 
gainft thofe who neglect the informiag their People of them. 
And then proceeds by three propofitions to evince, that Know- 
legeis as neceflary as Practice in Religion, yea even in the Chri- . 
ftian Religion. His propofitions are thefe ;:( 3.) Koowlege 
is a neceflary ingredient, or part of Cori/tianity, and confequent- 
ly unlefs Divine principles and Truths be taught us, which 
are the trne matter of our Knowlege, Chriftianity is im- 
perfe&. (2. ) We.ought to be very follicitous and: careful in 
this matter, becavfe if our Kuowlege and our Principles be 
corrupted, our Prattice will be fe too. (3. Kaowlege of 
Divine Truths is a Neceflary Condition of our Happinefs; 
and on that accowint the Preacher is obliged to inftru@ and in- 
form Mens Minds about the Do@rinal part of Religion. 


Having thus difpatch’d the firft particular Task incumbent 
on a Preacher of the Gofpel, Dr. Edwards goes on tova fecond, 
under which he informs'us, That the sLife:ands A@ions of 
Perfons muft be regulated, \as well ds their, Notions reétified. 
Therefore his Difcourfes from the Pulpit, fhould aim always 
at the reforming of their Manners, the amending of their Lives, 
and the making them better.” Accordingly -he fhould:think it 
incumbent upon: him(1.) To Preach all.Moral Duties (2.) 
To add Chriftianity to Morality.. And (3.): To reprefent the 


e 


Chriftian Precepts and Rules in their full Extent. — 


That 


‘ 3 
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That the Duties of Morality are to be Preach’d, he thews, 
(1.) Becaufe Moral Goodnefs and Righteoufnefs are founded 
not only in our own Nature, but in that of God. (2.) Becaufe 
there are thofe in this Age that difown and explode the Rea- 
fons of Moral Good. (3.) Becaufe there are others that maio- 
tain, we are difcharged by the Gofpel from the Obligation of 
the Moral Law, whereas we are not thereby difchare’d from 
it. (4.) -Becaufe of the Scandalous Immorality which rcigns in 


our times. | 


But that we may not be miftaken here; our Authoe tells us, 
we muft make a Difference between mere Moral Duties, and 
thofe that are Chriffian and Evangelical, viz. (1.) As to their 
Matter and Obje&; (2.) Asto their Rifeand Principles; (3) 
As tothe Affiftance and Power, by which they are done; (4.) 
As to the Obligations and Motives of their doing: And there- 
fore, he fays, it is incumbent ona Minifter of the Gofpel to 
acquaint the People that Chriftianity thus excells Morality. 


Afterhe has fharply Cerfured thofe who over-magnify Na- 
toral Religion; difcovered~ the mifchievous Effe&ts of it; and 
given feveral Inftances and proofs, out of the Writing and Ser- 
mons of fome of our Preachers, of their mean and low. Opi- 
nion of Chriffianity, and the Chriftian Difpenfation, and of their 
over-high efteem of Natural Religion and mere Morality : He 
proceeds to fhew, that as Minifters muft Preach Chriftianity, 
ftri@tly fo called, 4 ¢. as it is exalted above Morality, fo they 
are obliged to fet forth the precepts and Duties of it in their 
full and-ample Extent. And here he takes notice of the Neg- 
leé& of this in fome particular Inftances, as ‘1:) When Preachers 
nnder-value and deprefs the Worth of Praying and Receiving 
the Lord’s-Supper, and other Aéts of Devotion, by reckon- 
ing them only as Means.’ This he fhews to be a growndlels 
and precarious Notion ; and that Preachers are to affert and 
maintain thofe Duties in their full Latitude and Extent, vz. 
Asthey are Subftantial Parts and Members of the Chriftian 
Religion. (2.) Another tnftance of the forefaid Negleé is, he 
fays, when a Preacher extenuates any thing that is Sinful and 
Vicious, as when he maintains that Concupifcence, or the 
Luftings and Defires of the Fichh after Evil-or undue ObjeQs 

Cece are 
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are no Sin. Under this head he cenfures and condemns the 
DiftinGion of Venial and. Mortal Sins us'd by fome Preachers, 
as alfo their Mitigating and Softning. of Vice in. the mifiotre- 
preting of every Idle. Word, Matth. 12. 36.. The meaning of 
which Phrafe our Author undertakes:to enquire into and de. 
termine. : pee »\ bho] ‘a 


Dr. Edwards adds feveral other.material,things relating to 
the fame Subje&, and then proceeds tothe Third. Office of a 
Preacher, which is to adminifter Comfort to the Weak and 
Diftreffed, to the Difconfolate and AMifed. And here (fays 
he) the Preacher hath adouble Task, for he muft sat only fup- 
port Meas Spirits under, their Outwaid and Bodiiy AffliGioas, 
but alfo under thefe, that. are Inward. and Spiritual. Firf 
( continues he) itis-one great part of a Minaifter’s Work to 
fuppert the Spirits of Chriftiaas. under the Worldly Sorrows 
and Afflitions. which God at one time or other. is pleafed to 
exercife them with. And the Foundation:of Solid Comfort 
with refpe& to thefe, he fays, is to. be Jaid.on this, Firm and 
Stable Truth, That God difpofes and orders ail the Affairs of 
the Worid, aad that there: is: nothiag happens, -but,by the o- 
ver-ruling Lafluence of Providence, But the otherjand grea- 
teft part. of the Preacher’s Task.is flill. behind; and.that is to 
adminifter Solace to thofe that Jabour under, Inward and Spiri- 
tual. Maladies fuch as ‘Temptations, Trouble of Confcience, 
“Anguith of Mind, and. the-Senfe of Diwine Defertion, And 
here, among other things, he obferves,,“‘:T hat.it is the Preach- 
“* er’s Bufinefs. to bring thefe labouring.and heaxy-laden Sinners 
Sto Fe/us, that they «may ,a@ually. experience the Truth and 
“t Reality of what he. hath:promifed: He muft-earneftly.per- 
**.fwadethem to-look into the Evangelical Writings, whica 
“are the Laft Will and Teftament of Je/us chrijt, and there 
“ take notice of thofe ample Legacies. which are bequeath’d 
“them; fuch as, EleGion,. Vocation, Redemption, Juftificati- 
“on, Adoption, Forgivenefs-of Sias, and Eteraal. Glory. 


A fourth great Office of the Evangelical Paftor,..our Author 
tells us, is, to mix Judgment with Adercy, and to denounce tne 
Divine Wrath and Punifhment againft thofe that deferve it. 
As the Penitent muft be Cheared and Comforted, fo the Per- 
verfe and Obftinate muit be handied with great scree 

This, 
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This, he fhews, was the Praétice of the Prophets and Preach- 
ers of old, before, and under the Old Teftament, and of the 
Preachers of the New Teftament. After this he afligns three 
Reafons, why we are to Preach Judgments as well a3 Mercy, 
and they.are thefe; (1.) This way of Preaching is fuited to 
the Frame aud Condition of Mankind, fiace the pramife of Re- 
wards works upon our Hope, and the denotncing of ‘Judg- 
ments works upon our Fear, the two great Springs of aii Ho: 
mane Actions. (2.. Becaufe it is fometimes aeceflary, aad al- 
ways Advantageous and Profitabie; which he: tttuftrates by 
compariag the Condition of a Temporal with thatoof, a Spi- 
ritual Patient and Phyfician. (3.) Becaufe the Coatrary Method 
proves Mifchievous and Fatal. : 


The fifth thing that relates to the Matter or Subjeé& of the 
Preachers Office, is the Application of all he delivers, whe- 
ther it refpects DoGrine or Manners, and thofe either Moral 
or Chriftian; or whether it hath reference to Comfort or Ter- 
rors. Of this Application he gives us feveral Inftances in the 
Old and New Teftament, and proves the-Neceflity. of it-from 
this Confideration, becaufe Preaching --witl be-of -litthe- Infia- 
ence and Efficacy withoutit. Generals will not, fays the Dr. 
ferve the Turn; for which he producesa paflage out of the 
Great and Learned Bifhep Stillingfleet, who tells us, “ That 
“< mere General. Dif{Courfes have commaaly litle “Effe& on the 
“¢ Peoples-Minds : But if any thing moves them, it is Particular 
“ Application as to fuch Thidgs which their Confciences are 
“‘ concernedin. We kaow, adds the Dr. who it was that an- 
{wered at Rovers, till he was told that be was the Man; and 
then we hear fuch Language as this, J have finned. 


Ia-the fixth and Jaft place, To all the purpofes aforefaid,:a 
Preacher muft:( our Author tells us.) be well acquainted with 
the Scriptures of the Old and New Teftament, aad: make nfe 
of them often in his Difcourfes» Uader this Head he Obferves, 
That the Bible is the Preacher’s Store-houfe and Magaziae; 
that efpecially the Writings of the New Teftament are to: be 
confulted and made ufeof. And then, he with a juft watmth 
inveighs agaiaft thofe Preachers who vilifie the Scriptures, and 
gives us feveral laftaacesiof fuch: Asof One, who dentes that 
there is any where revealed in.the. Bible, that there is a God, 
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572° The MAopks of the Lea xk e pv, 


or a Fature State, or that the Soul is Immortal: Of others: 
who affert that there are manifeft Faults in the Text of the 
Old Teftament, and that there are Real Repugnaticies in {. 
veral Patrs of the Bible: Of another, that tells us that Chrifti- 
ans are no where bid in the New Teftament to believé in Chrift - 
And Laftly, of a famous City Preacher who proclaims to the 
World, that the Obferwation of the Lerd’s Day is no where 
founded on Scripture. 


Thus have we taken notice of the moft Remarkable things 
relating to the Matter of Preaching, and as to the AZanner. which 
is the fecond part ofthis Treatife, we muft refer the Particu- 
lars of it to our next. We fhall only obferve that by what we 
have related out of this Author, and by what may be more 
difeerned in the Book it felf, that he is a Bold Writer, very 
Free in his Reflections, and one that fpares no Man for Favour 
or AffeGion. 








The State of Learning. 


FRANCE. 


A‘ Lyons lately publifhed a fall Book in 12°, p. 138. 
Intituled, Lettres écrites a4 un Philofophe fur le choix d'une 
hypothéfe prapre a expliquer les Effers de ? Aiman. Herein are fe- 
veral Objections againft the Hypothefis of De/cartes, with the 
Anfwers returned by Mr. Puget of Lyons. 

There is likewife a third Tome of the Memoirs of theAcade- 
my of jSciences, lately publifhed in 4° for the Year 1701. 50 
that there are three Years ftill behind. 

At Paris is Publifhed, Declaration de la Faculté de Theologie 
de PUniverfire de Douai, fur ce qu'on a avance dans un Cas de 
Confcience, Savoir quwil fugit d'avoir une Sonmiffion de refpett de 
Silence, &c. A Dotai 1704. in 4°. — 
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HOLLAND. 


There have appeared here almoft at one and the fame time the 
followingBooks, (1.)Defen/e de rous lesTheologiens & en particulier 
des Difciples de S. Auguitin,contre?Ordonnance de Mr.  Eveque de 
Chartres, du 3. da’ Aout, 1703. This isa Thick Bookin 8vo. of 
$40 pages. (2.) Imago Pontificia Dignitatis, pencillaSacrarum Scrip- 
turarum ac Traditionss native delincata: sbi guid Pontifics Romano 
competat, vel non comperat , collettis ex Ecclefiaftica Supellectile do- 
exmentis luculenter ac compendio denonftratur : Auttore Defiderio 
Palsophilo, Conflantia, 1704 im 4°. (3.) Lettreda R. P. Quefnel 
au Roy de France. Au fujet des Calommnies repandies contre lui par 
les Fefmites & leurs Adberans. Avec une autre aun Archevégue fur 
le meme Sujet. A Valenciennes, 1704. (4) Le tre dun particulier 
aun Ami touchant celle gia court contre les pretendus Fanfeniftes 
fous ce titre. Copie dela Lettre du Roi d’Efpagne, ecrite toute de [a 
main a Mr, le Marguis de Bedmar. ° 

There islately publifhed at Amferdam ; Defcription de L’ile de 
Formofa en Afic, du Gonvernement des Loin, des Moeurs & dela 
Religion des habitans: Dreffée fur les Mémoires du Sieur George 
Pfalmanaazady natif de cette Ile avec une Exatte Relation, de A 
Voyages dans plufieurs endroits delEurope, de la Perfecution quwil 
y aSoufferte, dela part des Fefuites dP Avignon, des raifons qui lont 
porté a abjurer le Pagani{me & a embraffer la Religion Reformee , Par 
Mr. N £ du Bois Avec de tres belles Cartes or figures. Sold in 
London, by Francis Vaillant, three Doors from the Weft-corner 
of Catherine-fireet in the Strand. 


OXON. 


The Works of Dionyfius Halicarnaffens in Greek and Latin : 
two large Volums in Folio, is now fiaifhed atthe Theatre here, 
and ready to be delivered to Subfcribers ; having very confi- 
deradte Additions and Improvements by the Editor Dr. Jobs 
Hudjon, Ketper of the Bodleian Library,and the Learned Mr. Hen. 


Dodwell. 


LONDON. 


The Philofophical Tranfaétions Compleat, Methodized un- 
der their refpeStive Heads; is now finifhed, by Fobn Lowchorp, 


AVie 
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The Corks of the Le anne n, 


M. A. F. R. S. by Order and Direétion, from the Royal 
Society; and will be delivered to Subfcribers next Term - 
the Cuts are all new Engrav’d ; and the whole will make 200 
Sheets of Paper; for which the Subfcribers pay but 40 s. Thofe 
whointend toSubfcribe are defired to fend in their firft Payment 


( being 


105.) to the Undertakers, J. Bennet, R. Knaplock'ara 


R. Wilkin, in St. Paz?s Church- Yard. 


BOOKS Publifhed this Month, and not Abridg'd. 


A Sérmon,Preached-before 
Ate ©. at the Cathedral 
Church of St, Pauls London,on 
the 7th of Sepr. 1704, being the 
Thank giving-Day,for theGlo- 
tious Vidiory over the French 
and Bavarians at Bleinheim neat 
Hochjtet. By William Sherlock, 
.D. Dean of St. Pauls, Ma- 
fter of the Témple, and Cha- 
plain In ordinary to her Ma- 
jefty. Publifhed by Her Ma- 
jefties Efpecial’ Command. 
Printed for W. Rogers. 
A Sermon, Preached in St. 
Buttolph’s Aldgate ,- in Lon. 
don, on ‘Septeniber 7th, 1704 5 
the Day of Solemn Thankfgiv- 
ing. By White Kennett, D. D. 
Archdeacon of Hntingdon,and 


Minifter of St. Battolph with- 


out Aldgate. Printed for 4. and 
F. Charchill. eee yak 
A Sermon, Preached in 

Chapel at Tanbridg-Wells; on 
the fame Day. By Andrew Ar- 
cher, A. M. Preacher at the 
Chappel at Tunbridg-Wells in 
Kent. Printed for Tim. Good- 
Wiz, Yoga agree (oy 


2 


“Knapton. 
- >| The Degeneracy of the Pre- 


Succefles, when the Signs of 
Divine Favour. A‘ Sermon 
Preached upon the Occafion 
of the General Thank{giviog, 
Sept. 7th 1704. “By Nath. 
Hough, M. A. Chaplain to the 
Right Honotrable the Coun- 
tefs Faulconberg, Le&urer of 
Kenfingtcn, and Fellow of St. 
John’s Col Cambridge. Printed 
for 4. Baldwin. 

A Letter to a Friend, in 
which the Occafional Confor- 
mifts; are proved'to be Guil- 
ty ofSchifm andHypocrify ; in 
Anfwer to Arguments prody- 
ced to the Contrary, in alate 
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on the fifth of Auguff, 1704 
Printed for B. Bragg. 

Remediorum MedicinaliumT a= 
bula Generalis. Autore Gul.Cow- 
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